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Fourth-graders transform auditorium into
wax museum
Bringing deceased and living famous
Americans to life
By Haley Behre

BELAMR — Famous Americans of the past and present came
alive last Thursday at Belmar Elementary School during the
fourth grade’s wax museum.

This is the third year the fourth-grade class has put on the
museum as part of their social studies class. The class was
studying famous Americans, both living and deceased.

The students had been researching their famous American
person for two to three weeks before the museum opened on
June 13, transforming the students into “wax” figures on
display for all visitors to see.

When a visitor stepped on the red circle on the floor,
symbolizing that the visitor wanted to learn about the famous
person, the student stepped forward to give a speech detailing
the person’s life, before becoming “wax-like” again.

There were nearly 50 famous Americans to visit at this year’s
museum, said Helene Wolson, a fourth-grade teacher.

Among the famous present at the museum were Thomas
Jefferson, Steve Jobs, Woodrow Wilson, Queen Latifah,
Theodor Seuss Geisel, also known as Dr. Seuss, Rachael Ray

and Chris Christie.

“This project has become one of the year's favorite events" Ms. Wolson said, noting it
was “absolutely wonderful” this year.

Fourth-grader Alexandra Riozzi, 10, said she enjoyed learning about and dressing up
as Christie Rampone, a Manasquan resident who was the captain of the U.S. soccer
team in the 2012 Olympics.

It is important to know about the history of the country, Alexandra said, because that
is what created the U.S. of today.

“Without all the history, we wouldn’t have most of what’s here” such as electricity or iPhones, she said.

Joseph Walsh, 10, agrees that knowing the history of the U.S. is important. Joseph learned about Jimmy Carter,
the 39th U.S. president.

Information “would get lost forever if no one knows about it,” he said.

Jailen Lopez, 9, whose character was Milton Hershey, said if no one knew about the past, no one would realize
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Last Thursday, Belmar Elementary fourth-
graders transformed into ‘wax’ figures for their
annual Wax Museum. The museum displayed
about 50 living and deceased famous
Americans, including suffragist Susan B.
Anthony, who was played by Miah Whille, 10.
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what people like George Washington, Thomas Jefferson or Paul Revere did.

Milton Hershey was the founder of Hershey chocolate.

“This is how we have freedom,” he said.
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