
The Coast Star (06/21/2012): Mayor Doherty 
named Irishman of the Year 

Title awarded by the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh 

 

Robert Driscoll, Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh president [center], and Ed Hunter, former president of Friendly Sons of 
the Shillelagh [right] presented Belmar Mayor Matthew Doherty with a plaque honoring him as this year’s Irishman of 

the Year. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Belmar Mayor Matthew Doherty was honored at the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh’s 
21st anniversary dinner on June 16 as this year’s Irishman of the Year.  

Mayor Doherty was presented with a plaque, a celtic cross and a proclamation from Rep. Frank 
Pallone [D-6], who attended the dinner, for his leadership in the community. The dinner was held at 
Doolan’s Shore Club, in Spring Lake Heights.  

 “It is a great honor to receive that type of recognition from such an outstanding organization that 
does so much for Belmar and the Jersey Shore community,” Mayor Doherty said, noting he has 
been a member of the Friendly Sons of Shillelagh, located at 815 16th Ave., for seven years.  

Mayor Doherty was selected by former Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh president Ed Hunter and 
Robert Driscoll, current Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh president.  

“I endeavored to find a man with strong community ties and impeccable integrity, a man unafraid to 
speak his mind and one who can speak from his heart,” Mr. Hunter said. 



At the dinner, Mayor Doherty told a story about a grandmother in Belmar who takes care of her 
wheelchair-bound grandson on 16th Avenue and D Street, he said. The grandmother had to bring 
her grandson up and down the stairs each day to get to and from the bus, but the grandson was 
getting bigger and the grandmother was getting older, Mayor Doherty continued.  

Mayor Doherty said he approached Steve Day, Mike Moloney, Glen Pringle, Wayne Slocum, Don 
Slocum and Rich Hamolko, all members of the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh, with an idea to 
build a ramp for this family in 2010. 

“From the concrete footing to building the wooden ramp, [those members] donated their time. It is 
something they do without any fanfare or recognition,” the mayor said, noting that this encompasses 
the type of community service the organization does all the time.  

Mr. Driscoll said Mayor Doherty contributes a lot to the community, which is one reason he was 
elected as Irishman of the Year.  

“He is a strong Irishman, is very into Irish culture and he is a great Irish leader,” Mr. Driscoll said. 
“He encompasses what we believe in and think. He is a true Irishman who stands with us.” 

Mayor Doherty earned a bachelor’s degree and a master’s degree in Public Policy from Georgetown 
University. He is a financial advisor with Investor’s Bank. 

Mayor Doherty was elected mayor of Belmar on Nov. 2, 2010, as Belmar’s first new mayor in over 
20 years. He has also served as borough council president, ADA coordinator, Harbor Commissioner 
and Belmar Planning Board member. 

Mayor Doherty has been to Northern Ireland several times to participate in the Bloody Sunday 
March in Derry and to meet other Republican leaders. He has also visited Ballybriggen, Ireland. 
The mayor was named one of Irish Echo’s “40 Under 40” for being an outstanding Irishman, and he 
received this honor at the Irish Consulate in New York City in 2010. 

“[Mayor Doherty] is just a great, nice, well educated and thoughtful guy who supports all Irish 
causes,” Mr. Driscoll said. “He knows his roots.” 

	  


