
The Coast Star (06/21/2012): St. Rose Church 
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Pastoral Council will ‘research, reflect and advise the pastor’ 

 

The St. Rose Church, located at 603 17th Ave., will be creating a 10- to 12- member Pastoral Council in Photo by 
SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The St. Rose Church, here, will be creating a new council whose job is to advise 
the pastor on the needs and wants of the congregation. 

The Pastoral Council, which is similar to an old council in the parish that was disbanded, will be 
an advisory group that helps “research, reflect and advise the pastor,” said Deacon Eugene 
Genovese. Having a pastoral council was recommended by the Diocese of Trenton for all 
parishes because it would make more of an “open, vibrant and forward-looking parish,” he said. 

According to Terry Ginther, executive director for pastoral life and mission for the Diocese of 
Trenton, the council is the “eyes and ears” of the church, as well as “a think tank.” 

 “As is the case with any leader, any one person cannot know everything … [The council] 
studies, investigates and wrestles with questions on the future, opportunities facing the 
congregation, the parish’s strengths and weaknesses and responds to those needs,” Ms. Ginther 
said. 

The council’s duty is not to implement the mission statement and vision of the parish, but to 
advise and recommend the pastor on what should be done, Deacon Genovese said, noting that 
one of the first duties of the council will be creating a new mission statement and vision for St. 
Rose Church, located at 603 Seventh Ave.  



The council will be comprised of 10 to 12 volunteers, who will all be nominated, Deacon 
Genovese said. A few weeks ago, the church asked people to nominate fellow parishioners for 
the council, and about 25 people were nominated, he said. 

In order to get the 10 to 12 people for the council, the fellow nominees will meet, pray and 
discuss the church, Deacon Genovese said. After discussing the needs of the church, all 
nominees will vote for a fellow nominee, but cannot vote for themselves. Based on the vote, the 
church will elect the 10 to 12 people, he said. 

Those elected will “exhibit the type of gifts necessary to carry out the ascribed responsibilities,” 
Deacon Genovese said. “It is not a matter of popularity or one’s expertise, but one’s own 
personal, practical and spiritual needs.”  

The Pastoral Council will be created in the next few weeks. 

	  


