
The Coast Star (06/21/2012): Swimmers rescued 
from rough surf 

“They were close to not making it.” CAPT. ANDREW HUISMAN 
Belmar Police 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Swimmers in Belmar could have been added to the list of the several who have drowned this 
summer along the Jersey Shore if two police officers were not on the scene.  

Jeremy Sison, 21, and Ikiasike Feril, 23, both of Bergenfield, were swimming on the 10th Avenue beach on 
Thursday, June 14 at 4:30 p.m., with no lifeguard on duty, when the two swimmers became distressed.  

Luckily, special officers Brian Poppert and Larry Kelly were patrolling the beach and spotted the two swimmers 
in trouble. They notified headquarters and requested assistance from the Water Rescue team, which works out 
of the lifeguard headquarters on 10th and Ocean Avenues. The Water Rescue team operates when lifeguards are 
off duty or in areas where there are no lifeguards.  

When the Water Rescue team arrived, Mr. Kelly and Mr. Poppert, along with Water Rescue members Brian 
Allen and Mark Spagnuolo, dove into the ocean to rescue the swimmers. 

Mr. Feril was treated on the scene for exhaustion, but Mr. Sison was administered oxygen and transported to 
Jersey Shore University Medical Center, in Neptune, said Capt. Andrew Huisman of the Belmar Police 
Department. Both swimmers were partially submerged in the ocean and Mr. Sison was conscious, but was only 
semi-alert and could not stand on his own, Capt. Huisman said.  

 “The victims were fortunate [the officers] saw them in distress because they were close to not making it,” Capt. 
Huisman said, noting the two officers did a “fantastic job” and it was a “textbook rescue.” 

Joseph Buckley, training coordinator for the Belmar Water Rescue team, said it was a “good team effort” 
between the Belmar First Aid Squad, police department and Water Rescue team.  

“They really saved their lives,” he said. 

Mr. Buckley said this year has been more busy than normal so far when it comes to water rescues. He attributes 
this to the warm weather and rough surf.  

He said the ocean on June 14 was rough and chilly, with 4- to 6- foot waves and rip currents. 

“If you are not a good swimmer and the water is rough, do not go in,” he said, noting that people believe they 
will just splash on the water’s edge, but generally get pulled in and do not know what to do.  

The Belmar Water Rescue team has already responded to six separate calls — four beach rescues and two boat 
rescues — this season.  

	  


