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Boro looks at alternative locations for
creating mulch
After residents express concerns about site at Brielle Beach
By Haley Behre

by haley behre

BRIELLE — The borough is looking at alternative sites to convert vegetative matter into mulch after the council
listened to residents near Brielle Beach and stopped using that site to mulch, Mayor Thomas Nicol announced at
Monday’s council meeting.

According to Mayor Nicol, the borough has been storing brush at Brielle Beach since the late 1980s on and off,
and began turning branches and leaves into mulch as a result of Hurricane Sandy. This site, located on East
Magnolia Avenue, was meant to be temporary.

Prior to Hurricane Sandy, the borough used to truck the brush and debris to facilities that would charge fees for
tipping, fuel to power the trucks and payment to the truck driver, the mayor said.

By having the site, it has saved borough taxpayers about $250,000 since the storm, he said.

“It’s an economic thing for the borough and also an environmentally friendly thing,”
Mayor Nicol said at Monday’s meeting.

The site is also home to canoe and kayak racks and a police workout area, according
to Mayor Nicol. The site has access to the water.

But after residents living near Brielle Beach expressed concerns about their quality of
life at the June 9 meeting, the borough listened and ceased creating mulch there.

These concerns included the sound of dumpsters and trucks and smells from the
mulch site.

“We made every effort to satisfy the neighbors in that area,” Mayor Nicol said, noting the site was cleaned up
in less than 24 hours after the June 9 meeting.

Vegetative matter is still being stored at Brielle Beach, Mayor Nicol said.

With the mulching process ceased for the time being at Brielle Beach, the municipality is looking at alternative
sites to convert vegetative matter into mulch.

According to Mayor Nicol, the process would have moved the mulching to borough yard, but it cannot be done
now as the site will soon be a construction site for the new water tower that will be erected there.

Another alternative site, the mayor said, is co-joining with Brielle Elementary to set up a site around the
school.

The proposed site is the south end of the school yard, Mayor Nicol said.

“It’s a real prospect,” Mayor Nicol said, noting the students could get involved in the process.

The borough has contacted Superintendent Christine Carlson and board of education member John Pierciey, he
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said.

Ms. Carlson said “this sounds like another great partnership.”

Ms. Carlson said she will bring it to the buildings and grounds committee, whose chair is Mr. Pierciey, to discuss
it. The idea will then be brought before the board of education.

RESIDENTS SPEAK OUT

Although Mayor Nicol believed the borough reacted well to residents’ concerns, the residents living in that area
did not agree.

Sal Petrosino, of Magnolia Avenue, said the smell and sound are not pleasant.

Nick Bilotti, of Brielle Avenue, agreed, saying “It looks worst than it did two weeks ago.”

According to Mayor Nicol, there is a soil berm covered with mulch at the site and that berm has been moved
closer to the street to avoid tide conflicts.

Mr. Bilotti said having the mulch on the site “looks horrible” and could result in the mulch ending up on the
street if a tidal surge happened.

According to Mr. Bilotti, when the tide comes in with a full moon, water comes up “pretty far” and can end up
in the street.

Alan Hilla, borough engineer, said he looked at the tide line at the last full moon, which was one week and one
half ago or so, and it did not come to the back of the mulch area.

“Not to say that some event couldn’t necessarily carry stuff into the street, but I don’t think it’s happening on
any regular or even full moon tides,” Mr. Hilla said.

Mr. Bilotti said Brielle Beach is waterfront property that the town owns, and it should be made nice.

“It’s horrible over there. The smell, the site, it’s really disgusting,” he said, adding that the governing body
does not think about the residents who live in that area.

Mayor Nicol took exception to that, saying the governing body “absolutely” thinks about those residents, as the
town began remedying the issue within 24 hours of being told about it.

“We all like to go to bed at night and wake up to a perfect world the next morning, but we can’t do that. It
takes time, it takes money and it takes man power,” the mayor said. “We're limited with our time, we're
limited with our money and we're limited with our man power.”
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