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Crescent Drive parking ordinance tabled
Borough will monitor parking situation on street
By Haley Behre

BRIELLE — The governing body decided to table a proposed ordinance that, if approved, would prohibit
overnight parking on Crescent Drive.

The proposed ordinance, which was up for a second reading and public hearing on Monday night, would have
imposed parking restrictions on Crescent Drive, a residential street in Brielle off Green Avenue. No parking
would be allowed on that street between the hours of 10 p.m. and 7 a.m., Monday to Friday, from May 1 to
Sept. 15, if the ordinance was adopted by the council.

According to borough administrator Thomas Nolan, the idea of restricting parking on Crescent Drive came about
due to the Donnelly Beach access point in the area. Donnelly Beach is on the Manasquan River.

At the meeting, Mr. Nolan advised the council an ad hoc committee had met after Councilman Timothy Shaak
raised concerns about the ordinance at a previous meeting.

Councilman Shaak’s concerns included lack of ample driveway space for some residents and setting a precedent
for other residents to say they also have parking problems.

The ad hoc committee’s recommendation, according to Mr. Nolan, was for the
governing body not to take action on the ordinance and, instead, monitor the parking
situation. The committee also recommended the borough post that the access point
to Donnelly Beach, which Mr. Nolan said may be contributing to parking situation, as
open from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.

The governing body listened and unanimously decided to table the proposed
ordinance.

Councilmen Michael Gianforte, John Visceglia and Cort Corham were absent from the
meeting.

The borough will monitor the times of access to Donnelly Beach, as well as parking, Mayor Thomas Nicol said.

Prior to the vote to table the ordinance, several residents who reside in that area of town spoke out,
expressing their concerns about parking.

Crescent Drive resident Anthony Knapp said the “real problem” is the future construction that will be take
place on the street.

According to Mr. Knapp, there are currently 27 homes on Crescent Drive, seven of which are in the process of
being sold or subdivided, which means there will be construction occurring in the upcoming years.

“Am I saying that people shouldn’t build houses or they shouldn’t build big houses there, not at all,” he said.
“But the quality of life on Crescent Drive during that construction is not fair to people who live there.”

It is not fair because there are several large vehicles, such as trucks, parked on the street, he said.

“Crescent Drive, people think, is a quiet street. It’s not a quiet street” as there are people driving by to look at
the houses, on their bikes or walking their children in the area, Mr. Knapp said.

The other issue, according to the Crescent Drive resident, is emergency vehicles not being able to get through
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because of the cars parked on both sides of the street.

Mr. Knapp asked the council to provide some relief for area residents by way of making parking on Crescent
Drive only permitted on one side of the street, instead of both sides.

By doing this, Mr. Knapp said it will be a safer environment and better quality of life for residents.

Mayor Nicol said the committee came up with a solution, which is monitoring the street for traffic and parking,
and alternatives were discussed, which included alternate side of the street parking.

Fellow Crescent Drive resident Christian Siano said he agreed with Mr. Knapp, although alternate side parking
may stretch the cars further down the road.

“Ultimately... contractors have to be more respectful to the neighbors,” he said.

Mayor Nicol said the borough could alert the building department that when a permit issued on Crescent Drive
that police will be monitoring the parking situation.

Councilman Frank Garruzzo said he has spoken to Police Chief Michael Palmer, who said he has noticed people
park far from the curb, making the road more narrow.

The police chief will monitor the situation and will give warnings to those who park further than six inches from
the curb, the councilman said.

The proposed ordinance was ultimately tabled.

Residents experiencing a problem at Crescent Drive should contact the police at 732-528-5050.
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