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Students making difference one penny at a
time
Second-graders raise $50 in pennies for
Where Angels Play Foundation
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Through kindness, respect and cooperation Belmar
Elementary’s second-grade class was able to raise $50 for the
Where Angels Play Foundation.

The state Fireman’s Mutual Benevolent Association, which
started the foundation, created “The Sandy Ground Project:
Where Angels Play,” with a goal of building 26 playgrounds in
honor of the 26 individuals from Sandy Hook Elementary
School, in Newtown, Connecticut, who died in 2012 after a
lone gunman entered the school.

Each playground is built in an area damaged by Hurricane
Sandy, which struck the East Coast in 2012.

One of the playgrounds, which was in honor of 6-year-old
Avielle Richman, was built at Belmar Elementary School.

To do their part in building these playgrounds, Maureen
Swigon’s second-graders started Pennies for Peace & Harmony,
with the goal of collecting $50 in pennies for the playground
project.

Their goal was accomplished on June 18.

To earn a penny, a student needed to show an act of kindness,
respect or cooperation. If a student did that, Ms. Swigon
dropped a penny in the can, which was used to collect the

money.

When Ms. Swigon’s class reached their goal, she sent an email to the Where Angels
Play Foundation to tell the organization of their donation.

“We were so inspired by the kindness and generosity of your members and the
strength and courage of Avielle’s parents,” Ms. Swigon wrote in the email. “We
decided to do a fundraiser in our classroom to encourage peace, kindness,
responsibility, and cooperation.”

The children in Ms. Swigon’s class were enthusiastic about their endeavor.

Second-grader Madison Daughton said, “It felt like I was saving someone’s life. It was kind of hard some days to
get pennies because sometimes kids acted up and we didn’t get a lot of pennies, but it was easy getting
pennies when kids did the right thing.”

Second-graders Karen Hernandez and Patrick Gebhardt also enjoyed collecting pennies.
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Belmar Elementary second-graders, including
Patrick Gebhardt [from left], Madison
Daughton, Renee Herbert, Sharleen Polman,
Pamela Olmedo and Matty Donovan, raised $50
for the Where Angels Play Foundation, which is
building 26 playgrounds in honor of the 26
individuals who died at Sandy Hook Elementary
School, in Newtown, Connecticut, in 2012. One
of the playgrounds was built at Belmar
Elementary School in honor of Avielle Richman,
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“I felt happy because I liked collecting money to build a new playground at a different school. It was easy when
everyone behaved good and we could put a penny in the bucket,” Karen said.

Second-grader Patrick Gebhardt said “It was fun to collect pennies. It was easy because I think it is really nice
to help people.”
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