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Boro gives OK for Army Corps to do beach
replenishment project
About 8 million cubic yards of sand to be distributed from Sea Bright to
Manasquan
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The governing body unanimously approved a resolution signing a damage reduction easement
allowing the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers beach replenishment project to move forward in the borough.

The resolution gives the state Department of Environmental Protection [DEP] access to the beach, so the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers can do the replenishment project.

According to Chris Gardner, spokesman for the Army Corps of Engineers New York District, due to Hurricane
Sandy, the beaches from Sea Bright to Manasquan lost roughly 5 million cubic yards of sand.

According to Mr. Gardner, everything the Army Corps does has to be done through Congressional authority. In
addition, they have the authority to repair their projects to the pre-storm condition if a massive storm, such as
Hurricane Sandy, comes along and damages them.

Due to the Disaster Relief Appropriations Act of 2013 [Sandy Bill], which allocated $1.35 billion to the Army
Corps of Engineers to help restore and repair areas damaged by the storm, this money will help them not only
repair their projects but restore it to its original design, which was built in the 1990s and early 2000s, Mr.
Gardner said. This means that the beaches stretching from Sea Bright to Manasquan will be restored to 100 feet
of beach at 9.3 feet above mean sea level, he said.

About 8 million cubic yards of sand will be divided up among the 18-mile stretch
between Sea Bright to Manasquan, with roughly 1.5 million cubic yards of that sand
going from Belmar to Manasquan, Mr. Gardner said, noting these figures are an
estimate and subject to change. The sand will come from just offshore, Mr. Gardner
said.

The project will be divided into four contracts, with one of them Belmar to the
Manasquan Inlet, the spokesman said. The entire project is estimated to cost more
than $100 million, but that, too, is subject to change, he said.

Awarding the contracts are expected to occur during the summer, he said.
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