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Committee presents preliminary designs for
beachfront buildings
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — After months of planning and meeting, the advisory committee met last Thursday and presented a
rough design of what the new beachfront pavilions could look like.

When Hurricane Sandy struck, it decimated the beachfront, ripping up the boardwalk and destroying the four
pavilions that once stood at the beachfront. The pavilions were located at Fifth, Eighth, 10th and 13th
avenues.

Since, the four pavilions have been torn down, and an advisory committee was formed to discuss ideas for
redeveloping the beachfront.

The committee reports to the mayor and council.

At the June 20 meeting, the advisory committee met. Paul Calabrese, borough engineer, and Gregg Sonnenfeld,
architect, laid out the plan for rebuilding three of the four pavilions.

The 13th Avenue pavilion was not discussed at the meeting. Mayor Matt Doherty said
the borough is giving more thought to the 13th Avenue pavilion, which was where
Matisse once stood.

The borough is looking into whether to enter into a private-public partnership where a
developer would come in and develop the land, replace it with another building or
have trailers at the site during the summer season, the mayor said.

The three buildings discussed at the meeting — the Fifth, Eighth and 13th Avenue
pavilions — will be designed to fit the same footprint as the ones that once stood
there and will be Americans with Disabilities Act [ADA] accessible. The two-story

buildings will have elevators and stairs.

They will all be elevated about 18 feet above the base flood elevation to comply with the Federal Emergency
Management Agency [FEMA] regulations.

The boardwalk is expected to have blow-out walls around the areas where the buildings will be in order to
accommodate any wave action and allow water to pass underneath the building, Mr. Sonnenfeld said.

The old boardwalk skirt was screwed on tightly so it would not blow off during storms, which Councilman Brian
Magovern said was a “flaw.”

10th avenue pavilion

According to Mr. Sonnenfeld, the 10th Avenue pavilion will still be home to the borough’s lifeguard, first aid and
police stations. The area dedicated for town services will have beach access, and will have an observation deck
and tower, where they will be able to overlook the beach. The observation deck and tower will not be open to
the public.

Underneath the pavilion, there will be storage space for the town services to keep their equipment.

The pavilion will also house an approximately 800-square-foot concession stand, he said, noting there will not
be a beach entrance to that stand.
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The pavilion will not house any public bathrooms, but there will be a bathroom trailer placed near the pavilion,
Mr. Sonnenfeld said.

fifth avenue pavilion

The Fifth Avenue pavilion, known to most as the Taylor Pavilion, will have a similar first-floor layout to the one
that previously stood there, only it will be designed in a way that it can be utilized in a better way, Councilman
Magovern said.

While the old pavilion was only one story, the new one will be two.

There will be three entrances to the building, one on each side and one in the center, Mr. Sonnenfeld said.

On the first floor, there will be a large, approximately 2,500-square-foot multipurpose room, which will have
movable partitions so multiple functions can happen at once, he said. The first floor will also have a lobby on
its right side, where patrons can buy beach badges.

There will also be a kitchenette and storage for the Belmar Woman’s Club and Senior’s Club on site, he said.

On the right side of the building will be a concession stand.

The second floor will have another room, one that can be used for various events like professional seminars and
weddings, Councilman Magovern said.

According to Mr. Sonnenfeld, there will also be a conference room and prep kitchen. The second floor will also
have two balconies — one facing Silver Lake and one facing the ocean. They will not be open to the public
unless there is a function.

Taylor Pavilion will have four bathrooms, two on each floor.

Dave Schneck, of C Street, suggested lockers be built underneath the building, since it will be raised. Those
lockers, if they come to fruition, would replace the boardwalk skirt in that area.

8TH AVENUE PAVILION

The Eighth Avenue pavilion will have two buildings that are connected by a roof terrace.

The right building will have four approximately 900-square-foot stores on the right side of the building with an
outside dining area.

The left side will be a family changing area, all with showers, Mr. Sonnenfeld said. Eight of the changing areas
will be smaller, and will have one shower and a sink. There will be four larger areas that will have a shower and
sink plus a changing area.

Mr. Sonnenfeld said there would be a beach attendant at the door of the area and he assumes there will be a
nominal fee to use it.

Several residents attending the meeting voiced their opinions, saying they think that area should be used for
locals.

The roof terrace could be home to a mini-golf course, Mr. Sonnenfeld said.

Ed Windas and Suzanne Anan, who both sit on the committee, said they are not in favor of rooftop golf.

John Hutchinson, who sits on the committee, said he is in favor of the changing rooms, and he likes the idea of
having dining on the rooftop instead.

FUNDING
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According to Mr. Calabrese, FEMA will pay to replace the cost of what was existing prior to Sandy. Anything
additional, such as the second floor of Taylor Pavilion and the roof terrace on the Eighth Avenue pavilion, would
not be covered.

Mayor Doherty said the additions to the buildings will be put against the beach utility.

“No taxpayer money will go towards the pavilions being rebuilt,” he said.

Councilman Magovern took the suggestions from the meeting, such as placing lockers under the 10th and Eighth
Avenue pavilions, improving the look of the buildings so they are more historic looking and questions over what
should be placed in the Eighth Avenue pavilion be directed to Mayor Doherty and borough administrator Colleen
Connolly.

The plans for the Fifth, Eighth, and 13th Avenue pavilions are expected to presented at the July 3 council
meeting, according to Mayor Doherty.
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