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D’Jais donates $20,000 from its dance floor
sale to Sandy relief
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — After seeing the destruction of Hurricane Sandy
firsthand, the owners of D’Jais Bar & Grill decided to donate
$20,000 to area families still displaced from the storm.

Bill Luddecke, co-owner of D’Jais Bar & Grill, presented the
check to the council at the June 19 council meeting.

The local summer destination was heavily damaged by
Hurricane Sandy, which cost about $1.3 million to fix,
according to Frank Sementa, co-owner of D’Jais.

One of the items that was damaged was the dance floor,
where many summer visitors and locals have many memories.
The floor has been replaced.

Knowing this, D’Jais Bar & Grill decided to sell pieces of the
old dance floor, with all of the proceeds going to the Belmar
Hurricane Sandy Relief Fund to help local families still
displaced.

The bar had previously donated $5,000 to the borough, making
their total donation to Belmar $25,000.

The $20,000 will be divided equally among four displaced
families, with each receiving $5,000.

Mr. Luddecke said once the summer is over, D’Jais Bar & Grill
will try to help at least two or three more families.

Mayor Matt Doherty said, “D’Jais
probably is our most generous business in town, so we thank them again.”

To purchase a piece of the old floor go onto D’Jais website, www.djais.com., and click
on ‘shop.’
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Mayor Matt Doherty [left] accepted a $20,000
check from D’Jais Bar & Grill co-owner Bill
Luddecke at the June 19 council meeting.
D’Jais had sustained damage from Hurricane
Sandy, part of which was a destroyed dance
floor. That iconic dance floor is being sold bit
by bit, and is where the money recently
donated comes from. Photo by Haley Behre,
STAR NEWS GROUP
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