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CME Associates named town’s new
engineering firm
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — After decades of service to the borough, Lake Como has decided to part ways with Birdsall
Services Group [BSG] and appoint a new engineering firm.

Replacing BSG as the borough’s engineering firm will be CME Associates, in Howell. The new firm has been
appointed to fill BSG’s term, which ends on Dec. 31.

The decision to leave BSG comes after several of its employees, along with the company, were indicted for
their alleged role in a pay-to-play scheme that allowed them to avoid state pay-to-play restrictions by
disguising illegal corporate political contributions as personal contributions of employees of the firm.

Since then, the company was sold to Partner Engineering and Science, based in California.

Alan Hilla Jr., the borough’s engineer, is no longer working for BSG, Mayor Mike Ryan said. Mr. Hilla now works
for Leon S. Avakian Inc. Consulting Engineers, in Neptune.

Mr. Hilla is no longer the borough engineer, but will remain as the planning board
engineer for the WRAT tower application, which has been heard by the board for the
past six months or so. The application before the board, which is still being heard, is
to increase the height of the WRAT radio tower from 300 feet to 533 feet. The WRAT
tower sits at 1731 Main St.

According to the mayor, Lake Como chose CME Associates because the firm works with
South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA], who owns and operates the
borough’s pump station.

If the interlocal agreement between the three owners of Lake Como— Belmar, Lake
Como and Spring Lake — and SMRSA ever comes to fruition, the mayor said it would bring “a lot of continuity”
if Lake Como already works with CME Associates, Mayor Ryan said.

The interlocal agreement would make SMRSA the lead agent on the lake.

CME Associates will begin as the borough’s engineering firm in the near future, and will continue until Dec. 31.

At that time, the mayor said CME Associates will probably be reappointed to continue as the borough’s
engineering firm.
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