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Maser Consulting presents Silver Lake
improvements
Project estimated to cost $1.1 million
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Maser Consulting, the new engineering firm for the borough, made a presentation at the June 19
council meeting detailing a revised plan to remediate Silver Lake.

For years, the borough has been seeking funding to remediate Silver Lake, which has a habit of flooding during
inclement weather.

Many homes around the lake flooded during Hurricane Sandy in October 2012, and flooded, once again, a few
weeks ago during a heavy rain event.

Remediating the lake is “desperately needed” and a priority in town, Mayor Matt Doherty said.

To begin the remediation process, Paul Calabrese, the borough’s engineer and an employee of Maser
Consulting, made a presentation detailing the plan to remediate the lake to prevent future flooding events.

According to Mr. Calabrese, any water from homes between Second and 16th Avenue
to the east of Main Street is flowing into the lake. That is approximately 0.415 miles
or 256 square acres of water running into the lake, he said.

So, during Sandy and the most recent heavy rain fall event, homes around Silver Lake
flooded because the lake could not keep up with the water, Mr. Calabrese said.

During Sandy, the Atlantic Ocean became one with Silver Lake, overflowing many
blocks into the town, and during the recent heavy rainfall event, the large amount of
rain in a short amount of time caused the ground to saturate, flooding several homes
in town.

These events caused the lake’s outlet structure and outfall pipe damage, but it was functional until about one
week ago, said Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, noting the recent flooding event exacerbated the
issue.

To improve the lake’s condition, the borough is currently undertaking a project to replace the outlet structure,
Mr. Calabrese said.

According to Ms. Connolly, Down to Earth Landscaping, in Jackson, is currently working on fixing the outlet
structure’s valve. In all, the Silver Lake improvements awarded to Down to Earth Landscaping totals $481,045.

As for the outfall pipe, which is currently not working, earlier this week the borough looked to see the extent
of the pipe’s damage and will be deciding the best way to repair it, Ms. Connolly said.

To further remediate the area and hopefully prevent future flooding, a hazard mitigation plan has been
developed to increase the size of the outfall pipe and move its location from under Ocean Avenue to along A
Street to the Shark River Inlet.

By running the pipes under A Street, Mr. Calabrese said the water will drain easier since the ocean’s wave
action will not be against the pipe.
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Currently, the outfall pipe is 24 inches and flows into the ocean, but the new pipe would be 36 inches, Mr.
Calabrese said, noting the new pipe could hold about twice as much water.

There is also a second pipe, a forcemain, being worked into the project, he said.

If the plan comes to fruition, A Street would be dug up from Silver Lake to the Shark River Inlet and the two
pipes will be placed underneath it. The road will then be repaved.

A concrete pad will also be built around the lake, which will allow pumps to be placed at the lake during
inclement weather. Those pumps will run under A Street, allowing Ocean Avenue to remain open.

The current pipe that runs into the Atlantic Ocean will remain once the new pipe is installed down A Street,
but will not be utilized, said Colleen Connolly, borough administrator.

The total cost of the project, including the two pipes, is about $1.1 million.

The project is currently on a list of projects that is funded by the Federal Emergency Management Agency
[FEMA] and chosen by the state.

The borough had submitted a letter of intent for the project in February, according to Ms. Connolly.

Ms. Connolly said what helps the Silver Lake project is the fact it was identified prior to Sandy, so it has already
been known.

There is an “extreme sense of urgency,” she said, noting no one feels that urgency as much as the borough.

However, the borough is waiting for FEMA to approve the hazard mitigation project because, according to Ms.
Connolly, if the borough begins the project prior to an approval, FEMA will not fund it.

Councilman Jim Bean asked if there is a chance the project would not get funded, to which Ms. Connolly
replied yes.

Ms. Connolly said the borough is pursuing “everything available for us” to help fund the lake project.
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