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Sinkholes opening up around town after
Sandy
A latent effect of Hurricane Sandy; boro employees fixing them
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Sinkholes have been popping up around town recently, and luckily, the borough was ready to handle
the situation.

These sinkholes are a latent effect of Sandy, said Colleen Connolly, borough administrator.

Around the time of Sandy, borough employees talked about how “the full scope of damage wouldn’t be known
until months, if not a year,” after the storm, she said.

And they were right.

Months after Sandy touched ground last October, the borough has been inundated with sinkholes — an issue the
borough anticipated.

In anticipation of this, the borough awarded a contract to Oswald Enterprises, Inc., in
Belford, in March for $300,417. The contract was for sewer inspection and cleaning.

According to Ms. Connolly, during flooding events, such as Sandy, roads become
compromised. The roads become compromised because the storm and sanitary sewers
sustain damage, causing what is most likely a leak in a pipe joint, she said. This leak
causes water to leak out of the pipe and washes away the dirt that holds up the
asphalt, causing a sinkhole, Ms. Connolly said.

The borough is taking a two-pronged approach to the sinkholes in town, Ms. Connolly
said. For one, the borough contracted Oswald Enterprises, which is being proactive

and going in and cleaning and fixing the pipes if need be. Also, department of public works employees are
fixing the leaks then the road if they can, she said, noting if they cannot fix them, the borough works with an
emergency contractor to go in and fix the sinkholes.

According to Ms. Connolly, the borough is fixing about three to five sinkholes per week.
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