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Access ramp could take longer to come to
Belmar Train Station
Due to funding issues, many other NJ
Transit stations in need of the same
upgrade
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — An Americans with Disabilities Act [ADA] accessible
ramp for the Belmar train station might take a little longer
than locals might like.

Last month, Council President Claire Deicke wrote a letter to
New Jersey Transit requesting a fully compliant boarding ramp
at the Belmar Train Station. Councilwoman Deicke is the ADA
Committee chairperson for the town.

In the letter, she said during one of their meetings, an ADA
Committee member had reported seeing a disabled person
attempting to board a train at the train station, but needed
assistance to do so.

Rose Daganya, the ADA Committee member who witnessed this
incident, said this past winter she was waiting for a train when
she saw a gentleman in a wheelchair ask for assistance to
board the train from another man.

“I felt it was unfortunate that somebody in this day and age
would need to ask someone for help
with all the barrier free, handicapped things,” Ms. Daganya said.

As a result of this incident, the ADA Committee decided to appeal to NJ Transit about
getting an ADA compliant boarding ramp.

Councilwoman Deicke announced at the June 19 council meeting that NJ Transit had
sent a letter back to the ADA Committee, saying it could take a bit to get to the
ramp.

According to the letter sent by Thomas Clark, NJ Transit is committed to making all
its facilities ADA accessible. Mr. Clark is the regional manager, office of government

and community relations for NJ Transit.

While progress has been made over the past 25 years to make all 164 NJ Transit stations ADA accessible, 82 of
those stations have not been upgraded, yet, the letter states. Those upgrades will cost hundreds of millions of
dollars, according to the letter.

“I want to assure you that when funding can be identified to make ADA improvements” at the Belmar Train
Station, NJ Transit will let Belmar know, according to the letter.

Councilwoman Deicke said it is her goal to have an ADA accessible ramp at the Belmar Train Station before she
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It might take a little longer than one would like
to get an Americans with Disabilities Act [ADA]
accessible ramp as NJ Transit recently sent a
letter to the borough saying the company wants
to make all their train stations ADA accessible,
but half still need to be done and there is
limited funding. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR
NEWS GROUP
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leaves office in December.

She said she believes it will be an asset to the train station, as people of all ages can benefit from it and
Belmar has a large tourist population, some of which come via train.

“I think it makes sense to have that amenity available for people with mobility issues,” Councilwoman Deicke
said.

The councilwoman said she would rather have it sooner than later, and is looking at options to see what the
next step can be.

John Durso, NJ Transit spokesman, said NJ Transit was in receipt of Councilwoman Deicke’s letter and has since
responded. He declined to comment further.
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