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Boro, DEP meet about water issue
DEP says chloramine can cause discoloration in water supply
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — The state Department of Environmental Protection [DEP] says chloramine, the chemical now used
to treat NJ American Water Company water, can cause discolored water, according to Louise Mekosh, borough
administrator.

For almost one year, some residents in town have experienced discolored water — an issue that Belmar and
Avon were also experiencing.

NJ American Water company provides Lake Como with water all year round, while it provides water to Avon and
Belmar for only a portion of the year. For the rest of the year, Belmar and Avon use their own wells to get
water.

In June 2012, the water company changed the chemical it uses to treat its water from chlorine to chloramine,
which was approved by the DEP.

All three towns were experiencing water issues while on NJ American Water Company. Since Avon and Belmar
switched to their own wells, the issue has somewhat cleared up in some areas.

In Lake Como, though, the borough has tried several different methods to remedy the
situation, all with no luck.

Currently, the borough is flushing hydrants in the area of North Boulevard, 22nd
Avenue and Parkway every Friday, according to Councilman Kevin Higgins. Councilman
Higgins is liaison to the water and sewer committee, as well as the department of
public works.

The DEP made a site visit to Lake Como on June 13 where officials discussed the
potential effect of NJ American Water’s switch to chloramine as a source of the
issues, according to a letter written by Alan Dillon, the section chief of the DEP’s

bureau of safe drinking water.

According to the letter, “the use of chloramines can increase corrosion in the distribution system.”

The letter continued, stating that the DEP and the borough had a “frank dialogue” about the condition of Lake
Como’s water distribution system and made suggestions on what can be done to minimize the number of
residents who have discolored water regardless of the source water.

These suggestions include: identifying the location, age, condition and criticality of the system, and develop a
strategy of maintaining and replacing them as need be; upgrade the licensed operator Operation and
Maintenance manual for the system; check the phosphate levels at the end of the distribution system to
determine whether the system maintains optimal corrosion control treatment; and looking into whether the
Drinking Water State Resolving Fund, a loan with possible principal forgiveness, could fit the borough’s needs as
an available funding source for capital improvements.

To try to get answers, the borough is looking to take water samples from Belmar and Avon to compare their
water with Lake Como’s water.

By doing this, the borough is hoping to see what chemicals Belmar and Avon are using and to see if it is having
an effect on the pipes, Councilman Higgins said.
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At the June 18 council meeting, the governing body passed a resolution authorizing the borough to ask for
water samples from Belmar and Avon, the two other towns facing similar water issues. The resolution also
authorized funding for the water samples to be tested.

In addition to getting water samples, the borough is looking to map the underground infrastructure in town in
conjunction with the DEP, Councilman Higgins said. That way, if the borough decides to replace the system, it
would know where to start, he said.
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