
The Coast Star (06/28/2012): Thousands 
flock to Belmar beach during heat wave 
Nearly 15,000 badges sold, making sales for June 20-21 

$129,377 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — With the recent heat wave hitting the Jersey Shore, people flocked to the beach, 
causing an unusually high number of badges sold during the week in the borough. 

Amy Spera, borough treasurer, said the borough sold 14,236 daily badges, 542 season badges 
and 175 senior badges from June 20-21, making sales for those two days total $129,377. 

“Those are like weekend figures,” Ms. Spera said. 

Kevin O’Donnell, beachfront director, agreed. 

“It was a busy day. People were parking near Main Street and kept coming throughout the day,” 
he said. 

Mr. O’Donnell said he made sure there were extra precautions for beach employees during the 
heat wave, especially for his younger and older employees, which he said are more susceptible to 
being effected by the heat. In order to make sure his employees were staying cool, Mr. 
O’Donnell filled coolers with water and had them delivered to employees.  

“We were pretty lucky, on Wednesday only two had to go home early due to effects of the heat,” 
he said, noting that no one had to go home on Thursday. 

Overall, the borough has seen an increase in sales this year, as compared to last year. 

As of June 17, 2012, the borough has sold 11,598 season badges, 3,586 senior badges and 39,859 
daily badges, making the total sales $904,953, said Pat Zwirz, purchasing agent for the borough.  

This is $69,883 more than last year’s sales of $835,070 up to the same date. As of June 19, 2011, 
the the borough had sold 11,229 season badges, 3,439 senior badges and 32,805 daily badges, 
she said.  

Bill Young, borough administrator, said Mayor Matthew Doherty has asked the Belmar Public 
Library, located at 517 10th Ave., to open its doors and act as a cooling center for residents and 
visitors when the temperature becomes too high. The mayor has also asked the library to provide 
those people with the ability to watch movies from the library’s large DVD collection. 


