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About 50 cars participated in the Belmar Cruise Night on June 20. At the Belmar Cruise Night, vintage automobiles 
and motorcycles were displayed along Main Street between 8th and 10th Avenues for patrons to see. The next Belmar 

Cruise Night is slated for July 19. Photo courtesy MICHAEL REDPATH 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The first Belmar Cruise Night of the summer was a success despite the hot weather, 
bringing in about 50 old mobiles and motorcycles to the borough on Thursday, June 21. 

More than 200 cars and motorcycles were expected at the Belmar Cruise Night. However, about 
one-quarter of that came to the event. 

This is because owners do not like to drive vintage automobiles in the heat because there is no air 
conditioning and the cooling systems are old, said Michael Redpath, executive director of the 
Belmar Business Partnership, which sponsored the event. 

 “We felt good with how many cars came out under the conditions,” he said.  

The purpose of Belmar Cruise Night is to “draw attention to businesses in Belmar’s downtown,” 
Mr. Redpath said.  

Bryan Morin, an owner of Fredericos Pizza & Restaurant, located at 700 Main St., said he did not 
notice anything going on. 

“We were busy, but we are typically busy every Thursday,” he said. “We did not notice an increase 
or decrease in business.” 

Brian Katz, owner of 10th Ave. Burrito, located at 817 Belmar Plaza, said he is unsure whether the 
restaurant saw a spike in business. 



“It is hard to judge. We just moved into a new location and it’s been busy,” he said. 

Chris Quinlivan, general manger of Surf Taco- Belmar, located at 1003 Main St., said people did 
come from Belmar Cruise Night to Surf Taco. 

“It was really busy Wednesday and Thursday, mostly due to the 90-degree heat, but we did see an 
influx during the auto show,” he said.  

The Belmar Business Partnership decided to attract patrons to Main Street through cars because “it 
is cross-generational and gets people to walk around,” said Mr. Redpath, executive director of the 
Belmar Business Partnership.  

“It was an absolutely perfect beach evening, but that makes it not a good night for a cruise night,” 
he said. 

Between 600 to 800 people attended the event, said Councilwoman Jennifer Nicolay, council liaison 
for the Belmar Business Partnership.  

Live entertainment was provided by Denis Coughlin, a local artist, and food was provided by 
Brandl, 10th Ave. Burrito and Jersey Shore BBQ.  

“We are looking forward to our next one,” Councilwoman Nicolay said. 

The next Belmar Cruise Night is slated for July 19. 

	  


