
The Coast Star (06/28/2012): S. Belmar Fire Co. to 
be dissolved 

Fire service to be provided by West Belmar for annual fee. Lake Como 
firehouse to remain in use as West Belmar satellite. 

 

South Belmar Fire Department engineer Joe McLaughlin [left] and Capt. Matt Ollwerther recently checked out the equipment on one 
of their trucks. The South Belmar Fire Department and Wall Fire Co. No. 1 have proposed a merger. Photo by JOSEPH J. 
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By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — The South Belmar Fire Department will soon cease to exist, as there is a plan to merge the 
borough’s fire department with Wall Fire Co. No. 1 [the West Belmar Fire Department]. 

The plan to merge the two fire departments began in March when Lake Como approached West Belmar, said 
Lake Como Councilman Douglas Witte, who is also the president of the South Belmar fire department. 

 “With the dwindling of manpower, it was best to look at other alternatives,” he said, noting that the borough’s 
fire department has not had any new members join in about eight years. There are currently 25 members on the 
roll call, with 10 of those members actively responding to calls. The borough’s fire house is located at 1730 
Main St. 

Lake Como was formerly named South Belmar, but its name was changed several years ago due to the fact 
many people thought it was simply the southern section of Belmar and not its own town. While the town 
adopted the name Lake Como, the borough’s fire department and first aid squad retained the South Belmar 
name. 

Lake Como and South Belmar Fire Dept. officials approached Spring Lake, Belmar and West Belmar about the 
idea to merge fire departments. Spring Lake was not interested, and while Belmar and West Belmar were both 
interested, the borough thought West Belmar had the best deal, Councilman Witte said. 



If the merger is approved by the mayor and council, the borough would enter into a 20-year contract with the 
Wall fire department and pay them $59,000 a year with a 2 percent increase annually, said Bill Newberry, fire 
chief for Wall Fire Co. No. 1. In total, the borough would pay the Wall company $41,000. The reduction is 
because the West Belmar Fire Dept. would lease the fire house in Lake Como for $15,000 a year. Lake Como 
would also receive a credit for purchasing firefighting equipment, he added. Lake Como will still own its fire 
house and will be responsible for capital improvements and maintenance, Mr. Newberry said.  

Currently, the borough of Lake Como allots $36,000 annually to the fire department in the municipal budget. 
The $5,000 increase in the fire department’s budget will not affect residents, since the extra money will come 
from moving funds around in the budget, Councilman Witte said. 

The additional money in the budget “is a no brainer compared to $500,000 to $1 million,” he said, referring to 
the fact the borough would have to spend $500,000 to $1 million to buy a new fire truck and other equipment to 
meet the state standards if the South Belmar Fire Dept. remained on its own. 

In addition to saving money by merging fire departments, the borough will also be saving money for the police 
department. The borough fire chief’s 4WD pickup truck will be given to the police department, Councilman 
Witte said.  

“By doing this [merger] the safety for residents will be better,” he said.  

Chief Newberry agreed. 

“It is a positive step on all aspects in assisting our neighboring community and increasing response on our side 
of the track,” he said, adding that it is a way for West Belmar to “increase revenue without further burdening 
our taxpayers.”  

The fire house in Lake Como will remain in operation and will replace the West Belmar fire house, located at 
1619 Route 71. The fire house located on Route 71 will be up for auction later this year. West Belmar’s main 
fire house, located at 1511 18th Ave., will remain in operation, and Wall Fire Company No. 1’s name will 
remain the same, with the organization accepting Lake Como firefighters to join their fire department. 

Wall Fire Co. No. 1/West Belmar Fire Dept. is part of the Wall Fire District No. 1. The district sets a budget 
every year and holds a public vote on the budget in February for all of the residents in the district. Therefore, it 
does not receive funding from the Wall Township Committee.  

Lake Como residents will not become members of the Wall Fire District No. 1 and will not be taxed for fire 
service. The only payment will be the annual lease fee. 

At the borough’s July 3 council meeting, council members are expected to vote on the agreement. If it is passed, 
there will be a 20 day grace period from the date of publication, meaning the merger would take effect around 
Aug. 1, as long as the Wall Township Board of Fire Commissioners of District 1 also OKs the agreement. 

	  


