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municipal gym improvements to begin 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — At the Belmar Council meeting on June 20, council members unanimously approved 
plans to improve the borough’s municipal gym and public library.  

The borough has awarded Airhandlers Mechanical Services Inc., of Haddon Heights, the contract to 
install a heating, ventilation and air conditioning [HVAC] system in the municipal gym, located at 
601 Main St. Airhandlers Mechanical Services Inc. was awarded the contract for $97,730. 

Currently, there is no air conditioner in the gym, which makes it dangerous for people to participate 
in basketball and other events in the gym during the summer, said Bill Young, borough 
administrator. 

With the air conditioner, “we will be able to have more basketball and other events in the summer,” 
he said. “Without it people are suffering, with it people are safe.” 

The municipal gym could even be a cooling center for residents and visitors, Mr. Young added, that 
can be used when there are “long periods of heat with increased humidity.”  

Currently, the Belmar Public Library, located at 517 10th Ave., and the borough court room, located 
at 601 Main St., act as cooling centers during the summer.  

Tina Connelly, recreation director, said she is thrilled about the air conditioner being installed into 
the gym. 

“Right now it is so hot that we cannot have programming in the summer,” she said, noting that for 
three months out of the year the space is not utilized. “With the air conditioner, we can expand 
programs and get different things going in the summer.” 

The HVAC system will be installed in the upcoming weeks.  

As for the Belmar Public Library, there will be many new improvements done to and around the 
building in the upcoming weeks.  

The borough awarded Mark Woszczak Mechanical Contractors Inc., of Manasquan, the contract for 
library site improvements. The contract is for $47,397.  

Under the library site improvements, a new paved driveway will be installed in the same location as 
the current one, the concrete apron and the sidewalk at the driveway will be placed with new 
concrete and parking spots will be marked in the new driveway, including a handicapped spot.  



The plans also include relocating the storm pipe that currently runs under the building and is 
cracked. It will be sealed, then relocated away from the building. The remaining pipe under the 
building will also be sealed. 

There has been a water infiltration problem in the basement for many years, Mr. Young said. 

“This will remedy it,” he said, noting the improvements to the basement will enable the library to 
hold events there. 

The library sits in a “moat,” meaning the ground level is at the same level as the building’s 
basement, Mr. Young said. This will be eliminated by filling it with stone. New floor drains will 
also be installed under the stone to collect any water that gets in.  

A new sump pump with an emergency battery backup will be installed in the basement. Sump 
pumps are commonly used in basements where flooding happens regularly, and are used to remedy 
the situation.  

As it stands, the pump drains the water onto the lawn, Mr. Young said. With the new sump pump, 
that will not happen, as the water that is drained will go directly into the new storm pipe.  

The library building’s exterior is also being revamped. The borough awarded a contract to Gen II 
Contracting Co. Inc., of Clarksburg, for $93,500.  

Under this contract, the roof will be replaced with a new, faux slate roof.  

One hundred pieces of the old roof, which is slate, will be kept for the library’s use.  

Those 100 pieces of roof will probably be used for some type of fundraising event to commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of the library in 2014, said Peggy O’Connor, librarian. 

The new roof will be fitted with aluminum gutters and roof leaders. 

Also, a new, two-coat stucco base coat with wire mesh will be applied to the east and west sides of 
the library, and a new color top coat matching the existing color will be applied to all sides of the 
building. 

All these improvements will “restore its historic look and feel,” Mr. Young said. “It will look like a 
beautiful seashore library.” 

Improvements to the library are set to begin over the next few weeks. During that time, the library 
will remain open and “safe for customers and employees,” he said. 

There is also a handmade new front desk being constructed by Department of Public Works 
employee Joseph Freda.  

In the near future, the front steps of the library will be redone and the upstairs will be rearranged to 
accommodate the computers from downstairs, which will be relocated there.  



Ms. O’Connor said the library is a work in progress. 

“The library staff is enjoying their newly installed computerized inventory system, as well as the 
ongoing improvements,” she said. 

In other meeting news, the Belmar Woman’s Club’s community improvement committee donated 
funds to several organizations.  

Belmar Woman’s Club members vote on the organizations they feel are “most worthy in our town,” 
said Rita Dempsey, community improvement chairwoman. 

This year, the Belmar Woman’s Club decided to give $500 each to the Belmar First Aid Squad and 
Surfers Healing and $250 each to the Belmar Boy Scouts and Belmar Girl Scouts. The group also 
donated $120 toward cupcakes for Military Appreciation Day, slated for June 30. 

The next meeting is July 18 at 6 p.m. 

	  


