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POINT PLEASANT — Doll enthusiasts will have to look no further than their backyard for 
specialty doll items since the borough’s planning board voted unanimously to accept an 
application at the June 21 meeting that would create a doll boutique. 

Amy’s Doll Boutique, which will be located at 1000 Trenton Ave., went before the planning 
board to ask for permission to change the use of the site from a novelty gift store to the doll 
boutique.  

Mayor William Schroeder said “even though they are both retail, if you do not review the 
application you will never know if there is a manufacturing or parking problem.” 

The boutique will be a doll and teddy bear store primarily selling clothing to fit the American 
Girl dolls, said Mary Priestley, owner of the store. The store will also sell accessories, doll 
furniture, specialty teddy bears and Madame Alexander play dolls, she said.  

“I am not a toy store. I am a niche type business,” Ms. Priestley said at the meeting. 

Ms. Priestley started Amy’s Doll Boutique in 2008 as an eBay site and web store. However, her 
business has outgrown her home, and many of her customers asked her to open a store, she said. 

“I will bring a product line that isn’t in the area at all,” Ms. Priestley said.  

Planning board member John McHugh Jr. said at the meeting that adding a doll boutique is a 
“positive step for the neighborhood” and a “move in the right direction.” 

The building’s structure will remain intact and no construction will be done, she said.  

Mayor Schroeder said having the doll boutique open in the boro is the “ideal situation because 
we want people to succeed in business, and sometimes people need to start at home and grow 
into a storefront business, like Ms. Priestley did. 

“It’s a great progression,” he said. 

Amy’s Doll Boutique is expected to open in the next two weeks. The store is expected to be open 
six days a week. 

	  


