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Belmar sees uncontested primary
Doherty, Bean running for mayoral seat; no independents filed
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — With the passing of the primary elections, borough residents now know who will be on the ballot in
the November election for the open mayoral and council seats on the dais. 

Democratic incumbent candidate Mayor Matt Doherty, of Inlet Terrace, and Thomas Brennan, of 11th Avenue,
and Republican candidates Councilman Jim Bean, of 16th Avenue, and Michael Seebeck, of Second Avenue, ran
in their respective primaries uncontested.

Mayor Doherty and Councilman Bean are vying for the four-year mayoral seat, while Mr. Brennan and Mr.
Seebeck are seeking the sole open three-year council seat on the dais in the November election.

The sole open seat is that of Councilman Bean.

Mayor Doherty received 177 votes and Mr. Brennan received 178 votes, according to the county’s unofficial
results. There were six write ins in the Democratic Primary — four for mayor and two for council.

Councilman Bean and Mr. Seebeck each received 93 votes. There were two write-ins —
one for mayor and one for council.

No independents filed to run in the general election.

DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES

Mayor Doherty, 40, lives on Inlet Terrace with his wife, Maggie, and their three
children, Hannah, 9, Claire, 6, and Seamus, 5 months old. He has lived in Belmar for
13 years.

The mayor attended Georgetown University, where he received an undergraduate degree in government with a
minor in economics. He also went to graduate school at Georgetown University, where he received a degree in
public policy.

Professionally, he is a financial advisor for George McKelvey Company, in Sea Girt.

In 2006, Mayor Doherty was elected to his first term on the dais as a councilman. He ran successfully for his
second term in 2009. That following year, in 2010, during his second term, he ran for mayor and won.

“I’m honored and humbled that the voters who came out supported both Tom Brennan and me in Tuesday’s
primary,” the mayor said, noting he is “honored” to run again as the mayor.

Mr. Brennan, 58, resides on 11th Avenue with wife, Merry. Together, they have three children: Ciaran, 21,
Aislinn, 20, and Sean, 18. He has lived in Belmar for over 20 years.

Mrs. Brennan is a former Belmar councilwoman.

Mr. Brennan graduated with a bachelor of arts degree in music education from Jersey City State College, which
is now New Jersey City University, and a master’s degree in music education from Kent State University in Ohio.

Since 2001, Mr. Brennan has worked as a music teacher at Belmar Elementary School.

“I’m really looking forward to the campaign, going knocking on doors and meeting people and doing our best

Star News Group (06.05.14): Belmar sees uncontested primary http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2014/06.05.14/belmar_sees__...

1 of 2 6/10/14 7:19 PM



for the people of Belmar,” Mr. Brennan said.

Mr. Brennan said Mayor Doherty has done a “great job keeping taxes low and getting good services for our tax
dollar,” so he is looking forward to continuing that and moving forward with redeveloping the town and
recovering from Hurricane Sandy.

REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES

Councilman Bean, 41, lives on 16th Avenue with his wife, Tracy, and sons Max, 13, and Alex, 7. He has lived in
Belmar for 15 years.

He attended York College of Pennsylvania where he received his bachelor of science degree in management and
information systems.

Councilman Bean served in the U.S. Marines from 1990-1994, serving seven months on the U.S.S. Gunston Hall.

He is currently a management information systems manager for Stavola Companies.

The councilman is completing his first term on the dais. He currently is appointed to the public safety
committee and water/sewer committee.

“I look forward to meeting in November when the financially responsible candidate that priorities quality of life
will win,” the councilman said. “That is who I am based on my three years as councilman.”

Mr. Seebeck, 54, resides on Second Avenue with his wife, Ellen, and children, Victoria, 16, and Collin, 15. He
has lived in the borough for over 20 years.

He received his associate’s degree in business administration from the State University of New York at
Farmingdale and currently owns Ladder 31 Investments, an investment advisory firm in Belmar.

In 2007, Mr. Seebeck ran unsuccessfully for office in Belmar.

“I’m looking forward to campaigning and going door to door and meeting with my fellow residents of Belmar,”
Mr. Seebeck said.
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