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Avon Day Cookout sees record crowd
By Haley Behre

AVON-BY-THE-SEA — Hundreds came out on Saturday afternoon
to show their support for the local fire department.

The fourth annual Avon Day Cookout, held outside borough
hall, offered those in attendance a barbecue, drinks and live
entertainment provided by Roadside Assistance.

“I thought it was outstanding,” said Joe Gentile, deputy chief.
“We got a lot of support from the community.”

With more than 200 people in attendance, Mr. Gentile said,
“this was actually our best year yet.”

Proceeds from the event go to the fire department and are
used for purchasing equipment, retention and recruitment, Mr.
Gentile said.

Nicholas Marrucca, 12, of Neptune City, said he thought the
event was “pretty cool.”

“It’s good to help the fire department because the fire
department helps you out,” Nicholas said. “They’re putting
their lives on the line, so I think you should help them.”

Avon resident Maureen Peter came out to support the fire
department, including her brother, Michael O’Brien, who is a
member of the department.

“They’re such a big part of the community,” always doing a lot
for the residents and helping out, she said.

Firemen from other fire departments and their families came
to out, as well, to join the Avon community.

Nancy Bennett, of Neptune Township, said it is good to give
back to the fire department because “they risk their lives for
us” and help out the community as volunteers.

Mrs. Bennett’s husband, Tom, is a fireman in Neptune.

Patrick Brennan, of Jackson, traveled to Avon on Saturday to show his support
because his father is a retired Brooklyn, New York, firefighter.

“It’s like anything else — it’s about people caring about people,” he said.

Mr. Gentile said he wanted to thank the sponsors, including Avon’s The Norwood Inn,
The Columns and Irv Sherman, who owns a pediatric dentist office, Bradley Beach’s
The Buttered Biscuit, and Belmar’s Belmar Fishing Club and Taylor’s Hardware.
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Three-year-old Adrianna Virgilio, of Avon,
enjoyed the inflatable slide during the Fourth
Annual Avon Day Cookout, which raises funds
for the local fire department. Photo by
SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP
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