
A D V E RT I S E M E N T

Home > News > Belmar

Grant to help expand school giving garden
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Belmar Elementary School recently received a
$2,000 grant to help further the school’s giving garden.

Rochelle Ritacco, garden coordinator and parent, made the
announcement at the May 29 board of education meeting. Ms.
Ritacco was also honored at the meeting for all the work she
has done for the garden.

Ms. Ritacco is the parent of seventh-grader Dolci Carroll, 12.

The giving garden is located in the front of the school to the
left of the main entrance, and is a component of the School
Health Council [SHC], which is part of the school’s strategic
plan. The SHC’s goal is to get students more healthy and fit.

The garden was created with the help of students, teachers,
parents and community volunteers, and is intended for the
whole community to enjoy.

Last school year, the school community completed phase I of
building the giving garden, which included building the beds,
Ms. Ritacco said.

Now, with the help of the $2,000 Lowe’s Toolbox for Education
Grant, the school can move forward with phase II, which
includes creating walkways and signs, getting grow lights for
classrooms and a watering system, she said.

The garden is currently growing tomatoes, beans, cucumbers,
eggplants, potatoes and lettuce, most of which will not be
ready until July or so, Ms. Ritacco said. The only exception is
the lettuce, which will be ready sooner.

According to Ms. Ritacco, the garden is important in many
ways, including allowing a child to bring something to fruition,
from seed to vegetable.

“They are so blown away that they
contributed to that,” she said.

Next week, the pre-kindergarten to first-grade students are expected to release
about 1,000 ladybugs into the garden.

Once the vegetables are ready, a weekend farm stand will be set up for the
community to get the vegetables, which are free.

If the vegetables are ready while summer school is still in session, an after school
stand will be set up, as well, Ms. Ritacco said..
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Superintendent David Hallman honored Rochelle
Ritacco at the Belmar Board of Education’s May
29 meeting for all the work she has done with
the community garden, located at the
elementary school. Ms. Ritacco is the garden
coordinator. Photo courtesy LISA HANNAH
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