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Hollywoof event benefits animals awaiting
adoption
Fundraiser sees several animals find their
forever homes
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — Several animals found a forever home this past
weekend thanks to the Rescue Ridge’s Hollywoof event.

The annual event, now in its ninth year, is a fundraiser to help
raise money to care for the animals awaiting adoption at
Rescue Ridge, based in Spring Lake.

The event was held at Bar Anticipation on Saturday, May 31.

Rescue Ridge is a nonprofit, no kill animal shelter funded
entirely through donations. Many of their animals are placed in
foster homes or housed in kennels until they are adopted and
find their forever homes.

According to Rescue Ridge President Mary Beth Tkach, the
rescue was started by Spring Lake resident Terry Willis, who
died several years ago.

“I wanted to carry on her dream,” Ms. Tkach said. “I didn’t
know how involved it was. I didn’t realize there were so many
animals in need.”

The ninth event, which featured
more than 140 gift baskets for auction, a 50/50, children’s activities and food, was
the best to date, drawing in over 700 people.

“Every year it grows,” Ms. Tkach said.

According to Ms. Tkach, the event was “amazing.”

“A lot of money was raised for our wonderful animals and their needs,” she said.

Ms. Tkach said the word needs to get out about helping animals as there are many
that are awaiting adoption.

“We are all trying to do the best we can in stepping up and helping,” she said.

The animals at Rescue Ridge are from New Jersey, with most of them being from Monmouth and Ocean
counties, Ms. Tkach said.

“I believe in saving in our own back yard. Too many animals are being euthanized,” she said.

Tom Bajor, of Brick, who volunteers at the nonprofit, also believes in rescuing local animals.

“Why help animals everywhere else, when there are animals right here,” she said.
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Hollywoof, an event sponsored by Spring
Lake-based Rescue Ridge, drew in over 700
people, including Steve Moschella, of Point
Pleasant, and his wife, Lisa Beck, this past
Saturday to raise funds for animals awaiting
adoption. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS
GROUP
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Those in attendance believed in the cause, with many of them having fostered or rescued animals themselves.

“Every dog should have a home. Every cat should have a home. And everybody should find love,” Toby Markow,
of Brooklyn, said.

Karen Witkin, of Freehold, said “Rescue Ridge is a wonderful foundation.”

Ms. Witkin has a retired rescued greyhound and six rescue cats.

Ms. Witkin said many people abuse animals and do not know how to take care of them, and that they have
feelings and can be hurt.

“They deserve a forever home like everybody else,” she said. 

Jessalynn James, 6, of Woodbridge, said she attended the event to support the animals as her grandmother has
eight dogs, most of whom were rescued.

“They’re part of the family,” she said about why it is important to help them.

For information about Rescue Ridge, including how to volunteer and foster or adopt an animal, call
732-681-3450 or email rescueridgeshelter@gmail.com.
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