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Ball raises funds for town’s youth
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Borough residents young and old were dressed up in
their best attire last week for the annual Mayor’s Ball.

The Mayor’s Ball was held on Friday, while the Children’s Ball,
new this year, was held the night before, on May 29.

“It was over-sold,” Mayor Matt Doherty said about the Mayor’s
Ball.

According to Mayor Doherty, about 350 people came out for
the ball last Friday.

“We did it at Pyanoe Plaza so we could bring it back to
Belmar,” he said, noting there is no indoor venue in town that
could hold that amount

of attendees.

Food for the ball was provided by Chris Brandl, owner of
Brandl restaurant in town, and alcohol was provided by 10th
Ave. Burrito, which also has a location in Belmar.

Local favorite Holme provided the live entertainment.

This year’s Mayor’s Ball was “significantly better than previous
years,” the mayor said.

“People were just in a really great mood,” unlike last year when the ball was held
several months after Hurricane Sandy and “it was still an odd feeling,” he explained.

CELEBRATING THE CITIZEN

OF THE YEAR, CLAIRE DEICKE

During the event, former councilwoman Claire Deicke was honored as this year’s
Belmar Citizen of the Year for all she has done for the town.

“It was an honor for me to attend, and to be honored as Belmar’s Citizen of The Year,” Mrs. Deicke said, noting
she was “thrilled” so many people came out to the event.

Having the ball in Pyanoe Plaza under a tent “worked extremely well — every detail was perfectly planned and
executed,” she said.

Mrs. Deicke served on the dais as a councilwoman from 2007-2013, during which time she served as chair of the
Mayor’s Wellness Campaign, chair of the Americans with Disabilities Act Committee, council president, and a
member of the Harbor Commission. She also created health fairs as part of the Mayor’s Wellness Campaign.

Additionally, Mrs. Deicke instituted Belmar Cares, a support group for breast cancer survivors, and Choose Your
Cover, a skin cancer prevention program.

She was a teacher at Belmar Elementary School for 22 years and served on the Belmar Board of Education for
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six years.

Mrs. Deicke is a member of the Belmar Woman’s Club.

THE CHILDREN’S BALL

The Children’s Ball, held last Thursday, had about 50 children come out, with most of them being girls between
kindergarten and fourth grade.

The ball was open to children up to eighth grade.

The mayor said the ball —which was the brainchild of his daughter, Hannah, 9 — will become an annual event.

Pizza for the event was donated by Federico’s, and Sweet!, a chocolate/bake shop in town, donated dessert.
Music was provided by DJ Jay.

Both balls raised funds for the Belmar Youth Club.

Mayor Doherty could not provide an estimate of how much money was raised as donations are still coming in,
but he did say “a good amount of money” will go toward the youth center as a result of the balls.

© 2014 Star News Group. All rights reserved. Any copying, redistribution or retransmission of any of the
contents of this service without the express written consent of Star News Group is prohibited.

Privacy Policy | Visitor Agreement

Reader Comments
Leave a comment on “Ball raises funds for town’s youth”

Star News Group (06.05.14): Ball raises funds for town's youth http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2014/06.05.14/ball_raises__0...

2 of 2 6/10/14 7:18 PM


