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Miles of Smiles kickoff event tonight
Nonprofit provides trips to those who are faced with challenges, do good
in the community
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — A new nonprofit will kick off its philanthropic initiatives with an event tonight.

Jersey Shore Miles of Smiles, which is co-founded by Joe Davidson, of Belmar, Codi Grill, of Wall, and Debbie
Marini, of Ocean Grove, is a nonprofit dedicated to granting trip wishes on a state of the art bus for those in
the local community who are faced with challenges due to illness, disaster, unfortunate circumstances or
tragedy, as well as those who do good in the local community.

The local community is considered those living in southern Monmouth and northern Ocean counties.

The nonprofit will also partner with different charities for various events.

“We just want to, in some cases, give them a day away from what they’re dealing with in their everyday life —
a day to put their worries aside and just go out and have fun with their family and friends,” Mr. Davidson said,
who is also known as DJ Jersey Joe.

Ms. Marini said “I think it’s really the only philanthropic organization of its kind,
where we not only partner with you to help you raise money for your cause, but then
we turn around and reward you for the work that you’re doing for your cause by
sending you on a trip.”

The day trips will be planned with the help of each honoree as long as it is within
budget, which varies.

To kick off the nonprofit, the co-founders will be hosting an event tonight at The
Headliner, in Neptune.

The event, which is from 6-10 p.m. and costs $20 at the door, will feature a gift auction, door prizes and food.

Live entertainment will be provided by Enjoy!

The event will also showcase the honorees, which span a wide variety of causes. Each will receive a trip
courtesy of Miles for Smiles.

The honorees include: Sean Cox who is being honored due to his service in the military; Kyla Harpell, 11, who is
battling cancer; the Belmar Goodwill Hose Fire Company, for giving back to the community; Cathy Brenner, who
is a teacher at Old Mill School, in Wall; Judy Kirby, who has been a teacher for 41 years at Allenwood School;
the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh for their dedication to helping those in need; and Corrina Weinkofsky, a
teacher at St. Rose Grammar School who is battling breast cancer.

There are also several others being honored: Katie Killian, a breast cancer survivor; Lisa Schenke, who wrote
the book “Without Tim: A Son’s Fall to Suicide, A Mother’s Rise from Grief,” Jessica Gregory, who is involved in
the Out of the Darkness Walk; and Melissa Dayton, founder of the nonprofit You cannot be Replaced, all of
whom advocate for suicide prevention; Andrew Mechlinski, 15, who was diagnosed with a brain tumor and
recently underwent a craniotomy; Susan Gallagher, who lost her home to a fire in Spring Lake Heights and is a
single mother; Michele Gannon, Maria McKeon and Melanie Knobel, all of Mary’s Place; Jill Zane, a teacher at
Wall High School whose has been paying it forward for all the kindness shown to her family because her son,
Caden, 4, was born with multiple issues; Kathleen Thorne, who has cancer; Suzanne Foglio, who has become a
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health and lifestyle coach after her husband was diagnosed with Stage IV cancer; and Ashley Thompson, a
teacher who has a child in her class with leukemia and has become a strong advocate for her.
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