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Brielle’s north side of town wins event for
the third straight year
By Haley Behre

BRIELLE — The north side of town was victorious in
accomplishing a three-peat in an annual friendly competition
between neighbors that raises funds for a good cause.

The annual North v. South Sports Challenge, now in its fourth
year, pits the north and south sides of town against one
another in various sporting events, ranging from ultimate
frisbee to softball, for a chance to claim the title. The
challenge raises funds for a local family.

This year, the north side of town claimed the title, winning 11
games to seven against the south side. This is the north side’s
third time in a row winning the competition.

“I am proud [of] the whole north side coming together and
hitting a three-peat,” said Melissa Morris, captain of the north
side.

“Some people in town were hesitant to divide the town, [but]
this event has brought the town together,” said John
Devereux, chairman of Brielle Recreation, which hosts the
sports challenge.

Tamara Christiani, who lives on the north side of town,
agreed.

“I think it’s a great way for the community to get together and
celebrate the spring and upcoming summer season, and to

bond [and] get the families out,” she
said.

This year’s event was the best yet, Mr. Devereux said.

About 200 people participated in the various activities, and close to 400 T-shirts were
sold for the cause, he said.

Each year, the event not only brings the community together, but also raises funds for
one of its own.

“I think it’s the best way to do any kind of competition or contest — to put it right back in the community,” Ms.
Christiani said.

This year’s recipient is Maclain “Mac” Grieb, 13, who is a seventh-grader at Brielle Elementary School. The
Griebs live on the north side of town.

Maclain was diagnosed with VACTERL association, which is a disorder that affects many body systems. VACTERL
stands for vertebrae, anal atresia, cardiac anomalies, tracheoesophageal fistula, renal anomalies and limb
anomalies.
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Many Brielle residents, including Jamie Roland
[left], 17, of Brielle, and Kali Saito, 8, of
Brielle, participated in the annual North vs.
South Sports Challenge. The event raises funds
for a local family. This year, funds will benefit
the Grieb family. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR
NEWS GROUP

Star News Group (06.05.14): Brielle's north side of town wins e... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2014/06.05.14/brielle_s_no_0...

1 of 2 6/10/14 7:33 PM



“Brielle Rec. likes to give a check to someone we all know and we can make a difference in that person’s life
through a donation,” Mr. Devereux said, noting Brielle Recreation was able to, once again, give a check for
more than $10,000 to the selected family.

Mr. Devereux’s daughter, Sara, 13, is in Maclain’s grade.

The money raised will help offset costs associated with Maclain’s illness.

Liam Grieb, 16 and Maclain’s brother, said, “It’s really nice and we’re grateful people are so generous to help
my brother when there are other people that could use it, too.”

Though Maclain has been through a lot, Liam said he is still a typical brother and gets on his nerves — but he is
also a caring person who is always there for him.

“It’s been tough to see someone you love go through all the tough things he’s been through, but we get through
it and we love each other more than anything,” Liam said.

“It’s inspirational to have people willing to volunteer their time in whatever you need, to help you out,” Glenn
Grieb, Maclain’s father, said. They’re looking out for other people.

“We thank everyone from the bottom of our hearts,” he said.

Samantha Shaffer, who was the south side’s captain, said, “This event truly shows community spirit. I am
always amazed how we can all get together to participate in a friendly day of competition in an effort to raise
money for a fellow member of our town.”

She said while the south did not win, they did a good job at keeping the competition close.

“See you all next year when the south will reclaim the cup,” Ms. Shaffer said.

Mr. Devereux said Brielle Recreation is already looking forward to next year’s event.

Next year’s captains are Peter DeBenedetto for the south side and Michael Mechler for the north.
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