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Board of Education honors two staff
members who will be retiring
Norman, Steinert to retire at the end of the school year
By Haley Behre

BRIELLE — The board of education honored two staff members who will be retiring at the end of the year at its
May 28 meeting.

Those staff members are Pamela Norman, integrated curriculum teacher, and Pamela Steinert, school
psychologist.

PAMELA NORMAN

Hired in 1969 right out of college, Ms. Norman has taught every grade level during her 45 years at Brielle
Elementary School, according Superintendent Christine Carlson.

Ms. Norman attended Gettysburg College in Pennsylvania.

She is finishing her time at Brielle Elementary as an Integrated Curriculum teacher
and coach for Brielle’s Academic Team.

According to Mrs. Carlson, during her tenure, Ms. Norman has taught about 2,525
students, attended over 900 faculty meetings, had about 2,025 formal parent
conference meetings and 5,450 informal meetings and spent over 62,437 hours in the
building.

Over her 45 years, Ms. Norman has been a dedicated staff member. That dedication
continues, even as she is about to retire, Ms. Carlson said, as Ms. Norman is currently helping Mrs. Carlson
apply for an OceanFirst Foundation’s Model Classroom Grant Program [see related story], she said.

“Knowing that tonight she would be leaving. It’s hard for me to comprehend a teacher, after 45 years, that is
still willing to invest in the children of Brielle because of her love and passion for the children, for this
community and, I believe, her legacy,” the superintendent said.

“It’s a very rare thing when people get to the end of their careers and they have the passion and the energy
she displays every single day in our school,” Mrs. Carlson continued.

To honor Ms. Norman’s service to Brielle Elementary, the class of 2014 will buy a bench in her honor.

Ms. Norman said it is a “great honor” to even be considered with those who already have a bench dedicated in
their honor.

As for her 45 years at the school, Ms. Norman said it has been “nothing short of fabulous” and she loved and
will miss the students the most.

Upon retiring, Ms. Norman said she plans to go to the beach this summer, remain involved in education and will
be looking for her next adventure.

She is hoping to run, something she has not been able to do, and spend time with her family.

PAMELA STEINERT
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Ms. Steinert has been employed by the school as its psychologist since 2008, and worked for a few years before
that as the psychologist, but through a contract done by Monmouth Ocean Educational Services Commission.

According to Ms. Steinert, during her tenure at the school her main job was enabling the “teachers to put in
place interventions that meet the child’s needs for learning.”

She was also involved in anti-bullying coordination, the child study team and intervention and referral services,
as well as working with children.

“I always found working with kids enjoyable” as Ms. Steinert said she learned about their perspectives, which
kept her “current” on things such as the latest technologies and books they are reading.

“It helps you be a better grandma,” she said, noting she has three grandchildren. “They clue you in as to
what’s important now in their lives.”

At the meeting, Mrs. Carlson took a moment to thank Ms. Steinert for years of dedication to the school.

“Pamela your leadership, here, as a member of the child study team, as a school psychologist, as a friend, as a
mentor to teachers, but most importantly your work with young children in the school has been incredible,”
she said.

In leaving Brielle Elementary, Ms. Steinert said she will miss the people.

“It’s really the people that you miss the most in any of these things,” she said.

This is Ms. Steinert’s second career, she said, with her first being a human factors researcher and manager for
AT&T, whose motto was “easy to do business with.”

Brielle Elementary’s motto is “it’s keeping children’s first,” so Ms. Steinert said she will be retiring having two
good mantras under her belt.

In looking to the future, Ms. Steinert said her goal is to move closer to her children and grandchildren so she
can enjoy them.

She hopes to move to Tampa, Florida and have a second home in North Carolina.
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