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Oklahoma artist inspires students to find
their true gifts, talents
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — “What makes you different can make you great.”

That was the message delivered by artist Richard Hight, of
Oklahoma, during an assembly for the students last Friday at
Belmar Elementary School. There were two assemblies, one
for pre-kindergarten to fourth grade and one for fifth- through
eighth-graders. Each assembly held a similar message.

The assembly was the last celebration of the school’s Acts of
Kindness, which was the thematic focus for this school year.

Lisa Hannah, assistant principal, said the school chose Acts of
Kindness as this year’s focus because of the impact of others’
acts of kindness toward them in the wake of Hurricane Sandy.

Based on that theme, the school held assemblies and activities
for the students to “teach them the importance of paying it
forward for the acts of kindness that were shown to them,”
Ms. Hannah said.

The culminating event for the Acts of Kindness was the
assembly held on May 31.

Prior to his speech, Mr. Hight took the students on a journey of
creativity. Without the students knowing what the picture

would be, Mr. Hight began drawing a
chalk illustration.

“At times things do not look as if they can possibly become something worth looking
at or enjoyable, but then a few more strokes are added and the picture makes
sense,” he said. “That’s a great metaphor for life.”

When he finished, Mr Hight had drawn the beach with a playground and a woman
holding a surfboard. In the air, flew a plane with a

banner flying behind it saying “BelMARVELOUS”— a slogan three seventh-grade
students had created for the Belmar Strong Beach Day Celebration held on May 22.

There are two great days in a person’s life, Mr. Hight said, and they are the day one is born and the day one
finds out the reason why.

“Once you find that gift and that talent and you start serving other people — Oh, watch out world,” he said.

Mr. Hight then spoke about when he began to find out the reason he was born.

It began in a math class, a class in which he always found himself drawing, he said. Mr. Hight grew up in
Oklahoma.
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Artist Richard Hight came to Belmar Elementary
School last week for an assembly, where he
drew a picture and talked to the students about
finding one’s talent. Photo by HALEY BEHRE,
STAR NEWS GROUP
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“It’s where I did my best work,” Mr. Hight said.

“Something happened on a Wednesday that changed everything,” he said.

The math teacher told the class she was leaving the room for a few minutes, he said. The moment she left the
room, Mr. Hight’s best friend, Jimmy, stood up and told Mr. Hight to draw over the homework assignment.

“I thought to myself what a good idea,” he said, because if the homework assignment is drawn over he would
not have to do the homework.

So, Mr. Hight drew over the homework.

The math teacher came back, but did not say a word until the bell rang, he said. At that time, the teacher
made the students walk out of class one-by-one so their hands could be inspected for chalk residue.

Mr. Hight told the teacher he was the one who drew on the board, but did not get in trouble.

Three weeks later, he drew on the board again. The teacher “gave me the look” and said with her eyes, “Good
job, boy. Don’t do it again,” Mr. Hight said.

And Mr. Hight never drew a picture in that class again.

The teacher had taught Mr. Hight to focus on his strengths, he said.

“Did you know that what makes you different can make you great,” he said, noting that is why one does not
compare their talents with others.

Years later, Mr. Hight saw that math teacher. At that time, the math teacher told Mr. Hight that she had
watched him draw the pictures over the homework while he was in her class.

The teacher told Mr. Hight that he had talent, he recalled.

“Find your strengths. Find your talent because what makes you different can make you great,” he said.

He continued, “We all have a gift and talents, so I want you to go out and play and find it.”
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