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New Barclay owners plan to tear down
banquet hall, build homes
There are 1 comments on this story. Click to comment.

By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Barclay, a defunct banquet and catering hall
that closed its doors in the fall of 2011, could soon be
replaced by lakefront homes, according to two developers who
recently purchased the property.

The property was purchased by Belmar resident William
Merkler and Manalapan resident Walter Bostian for $1.65
million, Mr. Merkler said. The property includes the lot where
The Barclay sits, on Fifth Avenue, and a nearby parking lot,
both of which are 100-by-150 feet.

Mr. Merkler is a former councilman in Belmar.

The Barclay was a landmark in town for decades before closing
its doors. Steve Vita, its most recent owner, owned the
property for five years.

According to Mr. Vita, he closed the doors in 2011 after he was
turned down by the borough council
for relief from a condition on The Barclay’s liquor license. The condition he wanted
lifted was that the business operate as a facility for weddings and banquets only.

If that restriction was lifted, Mr. Vita said he had a partner waiting in the wings who
would pay off the liens placed against the property and put in $2 million worth of
renovations.

The condition was never lifted, so the partner bailed out “and that’s when everything
went bad,” Mr. Vita said.

Last year, The Barclay’s year-round liquor license was sold at public auction by the
Internal Revenue Service [IRS] to D’Jais Bar & Grill, on Ocean Avenue in Belmar, for $525,000, Mr. Vita said. The
IRS had seized Mr. Vita’s liquor license because he owed the agency almost $300,000.

Frank Sementa, co-owner of D’Jais Bar & Grill, said he is still using his seasonal liquor license at D’Jais and is
unsure what he is going to do with the year-round license he purchased from The Barclay.

The Barclay license is now considered an inactive “pocket” license, but can be moved to another location in
Belmar, with council approval. D’Jais also could decide to activate the year-round license there and move the
seasonal license elsewhere in the borough, again, with the approval of the borough council acting as the local
Alcoholic Beverage Control board.

Mr. Sementa said he has been too busy to think about it because D’Jais Bar & Grill “went from hurricane repairs
to being in full operation.”

According to Mr. Vita, the money from the liquor license sale was used to pay off the $297,955 he owed the IRS
and the remaining money, he said, is in a trust account, and will be released back to him once the IRS makes
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sure Mr. Vita has no more debt he owes them.

A representative from the IRS declined to comment on the matter.

According to April Claudio, borough clerk, The Barclay had $152,860 in tax and water sewer liens, $24,587 in
overdue taxes and $2,983 in overdue special improvement district taxes that he owed the borough, all of which
was paid off on Monday at the closing for the property.

Mr. Merkler and Mr. Bostian purchased The Barclay property for $1.65 million from the Bank of Princeton, which
held the bad mortgage, Mr. Merkler said.

Representatives from the Bank of Princeton declined to comment on the matter.

Mr. Merkler and Mr. Bostian have a plan to create single-family homes on the site, Mr. Merkler said, adding he is
currently unsure how many homes will be proposed for the site.

They hope to go before the planning board in the next 30 to 60 days for the necessary variances, he said.

NorthEnd Builders, of Belmar, will construct the homes. Mr. Merkler is a partner in the construction company.

“The Barclay in the last few years has just deteriorated to the point that it really needed someone to come in
and revamp” the site or tear it down, Mr. Merkler said.

Mr. Vita offered his “thanks” to the mayor and council for “losing a long-standing business in Belmar.”
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belmarman → Posted: Thursday, Jun 06 at 11:48 PM

Lets See Jersey City , Hoboken , Pats, Petersons, Barclay Mr Vita the landmark murderer maybe the one time would
be a money maker .... oh wait he could not have done this alone ????? or did he ?? that would be something to
answer ..... or how many banks did he not pay ? or vendors ? or bills ? will anyone see a pattern ???
Report this comment as inappropriate.
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