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Four hopefuls to face off in November for
two open council seats
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By Haley Behre

BELMAR — With the passing of primary day, borough residents now know who will be running in the November
election for the two open seats on the council.

Democratic incumbent candidate Councilman Brian Magovern, of South Lake Drive, and Janis Keown-Blackburn,
of River Court, and Republican candidates Tom Burke, of 10th Avenue, and David Schneck, of C Street, ran in
their respective primaries uncontested.

The four will face off in November for the two open seats on the dais. The open seats are currently being filled
by Council President Claire Deicke, who chose not to seek re-election, and Councilman Magovern.

Mr. Schneck and Mr. Burke each received 140 votes, and there were six write-ins, according to the unofficial
results from the Monmouth County Board of Elections.

Councilman Magovern received 134 votes, while Ms. Keown-Blackburn received 119
votes. There were no write-ins in the Democratic primary.

No independent candidates filed for the election.

DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES

Councilman Magovern, 60, a lifelong resident of the borough, lives on South Lake
Drive with his wife, Jane. Together, they have two adult children, Meghann and
Colleen.

The councilman received his Bachelor of Arts degree from William Paterson University, in Wayne.

He currently works as a teacher at St. Peter School, in Point Pleasant Beach.

The councilman has served one full term on the dais, and is seeking to serve another. He currently sits on the
planning board, tourism board, harbor commission, environmental commission, historical council and shade
tree commission.

“I am running for my second term on the Belmar council because I believe that Mayor Matt Doherty,
Councilwoman Jennifer Nicolay and I have proven that we work very well together,” the councilman said.

He continued, “Although I will miss Councilwoman Claire Deicke very much, I am confident that Janis Blackburn
will prove to be a great councilwoman, also. I know the future success of Belmar depends on a strong team of
leaders that will continue to work well together, especially during difficult times.”

Ms. Keown-Blackburn, 65, who has resided in Belmar for about 14 years, lives on River Court. She has one
daughter, Sandra, who lives in Escondido, Calif.

She has not previously served on the council.

Ms. Keown-Blackburn graduated from Rutgers University with a major in marketing and minor in meteorology.

She was a pilot for over 40 years before retiring from Spirit Airlines in March. Prior to Spirit Airlines, she flew
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for Kiwi Airlines, Eastern Airlines, Sun Country Airlines, Summit Airlines and Princeton Airways.

Currently, Ms. Keown-Blackburn is a member of the zoning board of adjustment and serves on the housing
authority commission for the senior citizen building.

Ms. Keown-Blackburn said she is running for a council seat because she believes the borough is a wonderful
town to live in.

“I want to bring Belmar back from Hurricane Sandy by advancing efforts to return out displaced residents to
their homes,” she said.

She said she would like to see programs, such as the American’s with Disabilities Act [ADA] Committee and the
Mayor’s Wellness Campaign, continue, as well as the expansion of the arts in town. Ms. Keown-Blackburn would
also like to work with business owners in town to develop a “strong and robust economic environment.”

“I want to ensure Belmar continues to be the town where people want to both visit and live,” she said.

REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES

Mr. Schneck, 56, has resided in Belmar for 20 years with his wife, Karen, and their two daughters Jenna, 16,
and Catina, 13.

He graduated from Franklin High School, in Somerset, in 1975, and currently works for Continental Auto Parts,
in Newark, as a technical writer and product specialist.

While Mr. Schneck has never sat on the dais, he has attended nearly every council meeting, he said, for the
past eight years or so, and has run unsuccessfully for a seat on the council in 2010 and dropped out of the race
last year.

“I am running for council in furtherance of my goal of seeing a more modest, frugal, transparent and
accountable local government that will put the interests of our individual residents and families above those of
itself and other powerful interests,” he said. “I think that such a government would be a refreshing change
from what we have here in Belmar today.”

Mr. Burke, 70, lives with his wife, Joyce Ciallella on 10th Avenue. He has three stepsons, Jeff Ciallella, of
California, Justin Ciallella, of Virginia, and Jimmy Ciallella, of South Carolina.

Mr. Burke graduated from Simpson College in Iowa in 1966, where he received a Bachelor of Science degree in
education. After graduating, Mr. Burke began a 20-year career with the State of New Jersey in the Division of
Vocational Rehabilitation, where he served as counselor, manager and supervising administrative analyst over
that 20-year period.

In 1984, Mr. Burke started Greywolf Antiques in Lambertville and Brielle, which he said became a well known
business in both areas for over 20 years.

He retired in 2005.

Mr. Burke lived in Brielle for a number of years, during which he served on a number of committees, including
the Diamond Jubilee committee, chamber of commerce and planning board. He sat on the planning board until
he moved to Belmar.

While Mr. Burke has not sat on the dais before, he is no stranger to the election season. He ran unsuccessfully
as the Republican candidate in the November 2012 election.

He has become involved in the Belmar Historical Society and the Chamber of Commerce.

Mr. Burke said he is running for council because he wants to help make the town a “better Belmar.”
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“Some of my personal goals are to work toward having Belmar be a community first, and a destination second,
and to work at gaining an upper hand on some of our frivolous and often unnecessary spending,” he said, noting
that “when the fiscal crisis comes that David [Schneck] and I will be leading the way to a better Belmar.”

The council election will be held on Tuesday, Nov. 5.
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David Schneck → Posted: Thursday, Jun 06 at 08:45 AM

I have not only simply attended every city council meeting for the past 8 years or so. I have spoken out in most of
them as an advocate of less spending, less borrowing, less taxation and more freedom.

I have also run a blog, www.CommonSenseForBelmar.com, for the past 4 years and have a daily readership of
between 50 and 100 viewers. I provide on the blog, as a public service, free videos of the council meetings available
24/7.
Report this comment as inappropriate.
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