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Area students take a stab at forensics
During a convocation held at Belmar
Elementary School
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Local elementary school students got a taste of
what it would be like to work in forensics during the forensic
science convocation on May 31.

The convocation was hosted by Belmar Elementary School
[BES].

According to Siobhan Ryan, the gifted and talented teacher at
BES, 32 fourth- to eighth-graders participated in the
convocation. The students represented all the elementary
schools that are a part of the Manasquan High School sending
district.

The purpose of the event was to bring students from the
sending district together and bring a convocation to the area
that other schools have not addressed, Ms. Ryan said.

The day began with an electronic field trip with the Liberty
Science Center, in Jersey City, Ms. Ryan said, noting a
representative from the science center Skyped with the
students. The representative taught a lesson on forensic
science then had the students do small labs, such as observing
coins and extracting DNA from a strawberry, she said.

Then, Lieutenant Joseph Oleszkiewicz, of the Lake Como
Police Department, took them
through the steps of a crime scene. The students then were shown how to take
fingerprints, Ms. Ryan said.

The final presentation of the day was from the Monmouth County Prosecutor’s Office,
who had representatives speak about real cases they have dealt with and what their
forensic unit does, she said.

After the presentations, the students participated in several labs, such as
investigating a white substance, a handwriting analysis and two labs on blood splatter,
Ms. Ryan said.

“I was actually quite pleased” on how the convocation went, she said.

“I think it was a great day to get the kids together” and for students from the other schools to see what Belmar
Elementary is about, she said.
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Lt. Joseph Oleszkiewicz, of the Lake Como
Police Department, helped Sea Girt School
eighth-grader Liam Cosgrove, 14 [from left],
and seventh-grader James Mele, 14, take their
fingerprints during the forensic science
convocation on May 31. The lieutenant was one
of the presenters during the convocation, which
was held at Belmar Elementary. Photo by HALEY
BEHRE, STAR NEWS GROUP
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