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Mayor urges Red Cross to distribute
remaining Sandy funds
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Mayor Matt Doherty is calling on the American Red Cross to begin distributing the $110 million of
donated disaster relief aid still in its possession.

The American Red Cross raised $303 million after Hurricane Sandy for storm ravaged areas, and has spent or
has commitments to spend about $192 million thus far in Sandy disaster relief, according to the six-month
update the organization released in April.

“These revelations that the Red Cross is still in possession of over $100 million donated to help victims of
Superstorm Sandy, while families throughout the Jersey Shore continue to suffer the aftereffects of the storm,
are simply unacceptable,” Mayor Doherty said recently.

Some families still remain displaced from their homes in Belmar, like other towns in Monmouth and Ocean
counties, the mayor said.

The mayor continued, saying the Red Cross does notable work, but should begin releasing the remaining funds
to local relief agencies, such as the Belmar Sandy Relief Fund or the St. Vincent de Paul Society, to help get
families back in their homes as quickly as possible.

“Communities like Belmar banded together and fought through the unprecedented
conditions brought on by Sandy to make sure we would be back, stronger than ever,”
Mayor Doherty said, noting the volunteer and relief efforts shown by people
throughout the country and world “were a boon to our comeback efforts.”

It is imperative the Red Cross work with area relief funds and provide a full
accounting of where they intend to distribute the rest of the money to help families
return to their homes, the mayor said.

According to Mayor Doherty, he spoke with the Red Cross on May 30, the day after he
released the statement, and they explained to him that they are not holding money,

which the mayor said “is contrary to what was reported by the Associated Press.”

In a statement released on June 3, the Red Cross said they understand the urgency, but the money needs to be
spent wisely and carefully.

Every day, the Red Cross said it is meeting with those in need, cutting checks to assist in home repairs, rent,
security and utility deposits and helping people fill out paperwork and helping people connect with social
services programs, the statement said.

In addition, the organization has been working with various community and partner organizations in New York
and New Jersey, giving grants to ensure they have the necessary resources needed to help survivors.

“The needs from Hurricane Sandy are still great and there is more work to do,” the statement said. “Thanks to
the generosity of our donors, the Red Cross is there to help with those needs.”

Diane Concannon, chief communications officer for the American Red Cross, said the amount the organization
had in its possession that was reported in the April update has now gone down.

“Red Cross continues to cut checks and provide financial assistance every day to families in New Jersey and
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New York heavily affected by the storm,” she said.

She continued, “We never stop. We continue every day.”
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