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Water issue in town clearing up
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Since Belmar switched to its own well water last month, the water problem in town has been
clearing up.

For quite some time, the borough has been experiencing discolored and dirty water in certain areas of town,
particularly in Rhode Island Point, which is the southwestern section of town near Maclearie Park, and the
opposite end of town, from Ocean Avenue to Surf Avenue between 18th and 20th avenues. North Lake Drive,
which is near Silver Lake, is also experiencing water issues, but that area, as well as the area near Surf Avenue
and Snyder Avenue, have been making progress.

The borough has undergone aggressive flushing, with no luck, to try and remediate the situation.

Last month, NJ American Water Company representatives came to a council meeting to speak to the council
and residents about the ongoing water situation.

NJ American Water Company supplies water to Belmar for half of the year, and for the remaining part of the
year the borough uses its own wells for water.

The borough has attributed the water issue to aging pipes and the water company’s
change in water chemistry. In June 2012, NJ American Water Company changed the
chemical used to treat its water from chlorine to chloramine.

Soon after the representatives came to the council meeting, the borough switched to
using its own wells.

Switching to the borough’s wells have seemed to help the water issue, as officials
thought it would, Mayor Matt Doherty said.

Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, said there are still some areas of water
discoloration in the borough, but as a whole the water has improved.

According to the mayor, even though the water issue has been clearing up, the borough will still move forward
with replacing the underground infrastructure.

“A true long-term solution to those problems is to replace the old pipes with new pipes,” he said.

To do this, an ordinance was put on last night’s council meeting agenda, authorizing the issuance of $5 million
in bonds or notes.

The bond would go toward financing the infrastructure replacement.

Ms. Connolly said there will be an increased water rate, although the borough is still crunching numbers and
calculating how much of an increase there will be.

The current water rate for residents is $13.45 per 1,000 gallons, with a minimum of 5,000 gallons billed each
quarter, Ms. Connolly said.

When the new water rate is determined, the rate will be changed through an ordinance, she said.

The first reading of the $5 million bond ordinance was expected to be voted on at last night’s meeting.
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