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Changes include moving band practice time, schedule adjustments 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The Belmar Board of Education announced many changes for the 2012-2013 school 
year at its May 31 meeting. 

Among the changes to the school year are changing the summer reading program, moving band 
practice to after school, moving the world language program to before school and increasing 
language arts time.  

According to David Hallman, superintendent/ principal, these changes are “specific to each need.” 

SUMMER READING 

The Belmar Elementary School has decided to change the summer reading program from a required 
reading list with a mandatory test at the beginning of the school year to a suggested reading list with 
projects that can be completed as the students read the books, said Lisa Hannah, teacher facilitator 
for the school. It will begin this summer.  

This new program is “designed to assess students connecting with text instead of recall of 
knowledge,” she said. The former program used — which required two books be read followed by a 
mandatory assessment — was “flawed,” Ms. Hannah said, because some students read the books 
early in the summer and could not recall specifics of the book when school started, causing a bad 
test grade. 

The new program would create a suggested reading list based on a student’s reading level, not grade 
level, Ms. Hannah said. All students have been formally leveled off and know what level they read 
at, she added. Based on their level, the students would choose a minimum of two books — either 
from the suggested reading list or a reading of their choosing — and would keep a reading log 
throughout the summer, she said. 

The students would then have to choose two projects from a list — one more complex, such as a 
compare-and-contrast essay, and one less complex, such as a character trait analysis, Ms. Hannah 
said. 

The students would be able to complete the projects as they read the books and turn them into the 
school during the summer, either electronically or in person, she said.  

In order to accommodate this new program, the Belmar Elementary School would open its library to 
the students one to two days a week, for a limited time, so the students can exchange books, Ms. 
Hannah said. 



In addition, the elementary school will work with the Belmar Public Library, located at 517 10th 
Ave., to open up the library for the students, Ms. Hannah said. All students would be given a library 
card, she added. The library’s database would be connected with the school’s library so students 
would be able to see what books are in the library, she said.  

A person will also be walking books from the library to the school, and visa versa, in order to 
“provide as many books as possible to the students to stimulate their reading,” Mr. Hallman said. 

Parents will be given a pamphlet telling them what the summer reading will be on June 12. 

BAND SCHEDULE CHANGE 

The board of education also announced it plans on changing band practice from the last period on 
Wednesday to after school in order to prevent band members from missing class. The change in 
time would also allow children to participate in a wide variety of activities, such as sports and plays, 
and not just the band.  

Tom Brennan, the school’s music teacher, said at the meeting he is not opposed to change, but he is 
concerned the change might make children choose from band and other after school activities, such 
as sports or plays.  

Mr. Brennan said he is alright with the change in time if no other activities could start until 3:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, the day the band would meet. This would allow band members to participate in 
both band and other activities, and not make them feel like they have to choose, he said. 

“If we’re going to try it, I want it to succeed,” Mr. Brennan said.  

According to Mr. Hallman, the band will change in some way, but he is not sure exactly what time 
it will be. 

WORLD LANGUAGE PROGRAM 

Currently, Belmar Elementary School offers a world language program, which teaches Spanish I to 
about 20 of the 60 eighth-graders. This program is offered in the last block during the flex time, 
which is 42 minutes.  

However, the school is suggesting it be changed to before school, from about 7:30 to 8:15 a.m. 

According to Mr. Hallman, this change is being made because holding the class during school 
forces the school to create another block for the approximately 220 fifth- through eighth-graders 
that do not participate in the program.  

Mr. Hallman will discuss the world language program change with the teacher’s union and board of 
education before coming to a final decision.  

FIFTH GRADE ADDED TO MIDDLE SCHOOL MODEL 



Fifth-graders will be included into the middle school model as of the next school year.  

The middle school model is when the students switch classes for each subject.  

The addition of the fifth grade to the middle school model is because the math standards under the 
new common core standards have drastically increased. The fifth graders now need a math teacher 
that is “highly qualified” in that area, Mr. Hallman said.  

In order to be “highly qualified for a departmental class, such as sixth grade language arts or math, 
teachers need to have passed the Content Praxis for that subject area as well as have a minimum of 
15 credits in the subject area,” Ms. Hannah said. 

SCHEDULE CHANGE 

Next year, the school will also see some changes in its schedule.  

According to Mr. Hallman, an additional 52 minutes of language arts will be added to each school 
day for fifth- through eighth-graders, making language arts time 136 minutes instead of 84 minutes.  

This is because “a lot of studies show that two hours of language arts instruction is ideal, with one 
hour of writing and one hour of reading,” he said. 

In order to compensate for this additional time, social studies, science and math blocks will be 
reduced from 84 minutes to 68 minutes.  

According to Mr. Hallman, the math teachers said they could still meet the core standards with 68 
minutes. 

As for science and social studies, these courses will be covered in different ways than in previous 
years. 

For one, social studies, which is one-half of one year, will be incorporated into language arts topics, 
such as information and non-fiction literature, Mr. Hallman said.  

Science will also be incorporated into language arts topics through the same type of literature, he 
added. In addition, the health portion of science will now be taught by the physical education 
department, which will create ample time for science teachers.  

CHANGE OF POSITIONS 

Belmar Elementary School will also see current faculty members in new roles. 

Ms. Hannah, current facilitating teacher at the school, has been approved for the assistant principal 
and director of curriculum for the 2012/2013 school year. Ms. Hannah’s salary will be $90,000. Her 
salary this year was $75,000. Ms. Hannah is going from a teaching position to an administrative 
one.  



Next year, in addition to her current duties, which include assisting Mr. Hallman and disciplining 
students, Ms. Hannah also be involved in supervising and evaluating staff and writing curriculum 
based on the new common core standards, Mr. Hallman said.  

There was no assistant principal this year.  

Also, Elizabeth Cole, whose current position is director of special services and learning disability 
teacher consultant, has been approved as the director of special services and supervisor of 
instruction, which is a new position at the school, for the 2012/2013 school year. Ms. Cole will 
make $87,000. Her salary this year was $80,000. Ms. Cole is going from a part-time administrative 
position to a full-time administrative position.  

In addition to Ms. Cole’s current position, which includes overseeing guidance, the nurse, 
paraprofessionals and special services/education, she will also be involved in the supervisory role of 
staff development and instruction for special and general education, Mr. Hallman said.  

The school will be hiring a part-time person to fill Ms. Cole’s learning disability teacher consultant 
position. No one has been hired yet. 

The school will not be hiring anybody for Ms. Hannah’s position because she will still be 
performing her current duties.  

The next board of education meeting is scheduled for June 28 at the school, located at 1101 Main 
St. It will begin at 7 p.m. 

	  


