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open seats on board of education 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The deadline to file for the November school board elections was Tuesday, June 5, 
with four open seats on the Belmar Board of Education. 

There are three, three-year terms and one, one-year term open on the board of education, said 
Loretta Hill, board secretary and school business administrator. 

The board seats of Richard Brand, Joanne Gray, Michael Schappert and Karen Barry are open, Ms. 
Hill said. Mr. Brand, Mrs. Gray and Mr. Schappert served three-year terms, while Ms. Barry filled 
the spot of former board member Dennis Lepore, who resigned before his term was up on Dec. 31, 
2013, leaving the one-year set open for this election.  

Mr. Schappert has decided not to run for another term.  

Board members Mrs. Gray, Mr. Brand and Ms. Barry, along with Belmar resident Christine 
Kurzweil, all filed to run in the November election, seeking to solidify a spot one of the open three-
year terms. 

Belmar resident Aileen Fahy filed to run for the one-year term open.  

Mrs. Gray has lived in Belmar for more than 20 years, and is a stay-at-home mother to fourth-grader 
Jack, 10, and eighth-grader Rachael, 13. She is married to Alan.  

Mrs. Gray has served on the board of education for two full terms and is seeking a third term. 

“Being on the board of education is complex now because of the regulations schools are subject to. 
It is important to have people on the board that have experience,” she said, noting it is also 
important to have a mix of new and experienced board members. 

Mr. Brand is a lifelong resident of Belmar, and was the manager of East Brunswick Water Utility.  

He has two children, Melissa Brand and Richard Brand Jr.  

Mr. Brand has been a member of Belmar’s Hook and Ladder Fire Company for more than 20 years. 
He is a past president of the Belmar Firemen Exempt Association and was involved in coaching 
Belmar, Avon and Lake Como Little League, as well as recreation soccer and basketball, in years 
past. 

He was unavailable for comment on the upcoming board of education elections. 

Ms. Barry was also unavailable for comment.  



Mrs. Kurzweil has lived in Belmar for 15 years. She is married to Scott, and they have five children: 
Courtney, 23, Kjiersten, 17, Jake, 12, Sam, 10, and Cole, 10.  

Mrs. Kurzweil has been a loan officer for Jersey Mortgage Company, located in Manasquan, since 
2009. 

She has not served on any board in Belmar yet, but hopes to join the Belmar Board of Education. 

“I am running to see the work of the many volunteers of the Strategic Planning committees come to 
fruition,” she said.  

Strategic Planning is a five-year initiative that allows teachers, parents, administrators and 
community members to work collaboratively to envision the future and identify the necessary steps 
to reach a vision for the school. 

Mrs. Kurzweil also wants to serve on the board of education to support moving Belmar Elementary 
School forward and help put the school on the path to making “great strides” that will benefit the 
children, she said.  

Aileen Fahy and her husband, Thomas, have three children: Sixth-grader Brigid, 12, third-grader 
Thomas, 8, and pre-kindergartner Julia, 5. She has been a resident of Belmar since 1998. She works 
as a realtor for Prudential Zack Shore Properties in Sea Girt. 

Mrs. Fahy has been working on the Belmar Elementary School’s Strategic Planning “Culture and 
Climate Action” Committee.  

She hopes to join the Belmar Board of Education “to make sure that all the positive changes that are 
happening can be brought to fruition,” she said, noting this is a great opportunity to try out being a 
board member for one year.  

Elections will be held on Nov. 6. 

	  


