
The Coast Star (06/07/2012): Leading literacy 
researcher speaks at Belmar Elementary 
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BELMAR — Belmar Elementary School welcomed a leading researcher in literacy and reading 
instruction on May 31 who discussed instructional strategies students need in school and what 
students need over the summer so there is no “summer reading loss.” 

Dr. Richard Allington, a professor of education at the University of Tennessee, gave two 
presentations at the school — one at 3 p.m. and one at 6 p.m. — to educators across the state, as 
well as, parents and other community members. Over 120 people came to the presentations, 
according to Lisa Hannah, facilitating teacher at the Belmar Elementary School. 

Dr. Allington is a professor of education at the University of Tennessee. He is the co-recipient of 
the Albert J. Harris Award from the International Reading Association in recognition of his work 
contributing to the understanding of reading and learning disabilities and the William S. Gray 
Citation of Merit for his contributions to the profession. In addition Dr. Allington has been named 
to the International Reading Association Reading Hall of Fame. Dr. Allington has also authored 
over 100 research articles and several books in his area of expertise.  

The elementary school chose to bring Dr. Allington to the school because “his research aligned with 
[the school’s] reading program,” the 100 Book Challenge,” Ms. Hannah said. Dr. Allington was 
hosted by Pennsylvania-based American Reading Company. 

The 100 Book Challenge is an independent reading program that encourages students to read 30 in 
minutes in school and 30 minutes at home each day. The program’s goal is to ensure that every 
student is reading at or above their grade level. 

Dr. Allington’s first presentation of the day, “Every Child, Every Day,” argued that schools should 
move away from the “idiocies of the last decades,” such as focusing on how fast a child can read 
“nonsense,” and toward giving children the opportunity to choose what they read, Dr. Allington 
said. Also, students should be given the opportunity to read with more accuracy, fluency and 
comprehension, he continued. 

Focusing on the “idiocies” over the last few decades has created no reading improvement in the last 
20 years in this country, Dr. Allington said. 

His second presentation, “Summer Reading Loss,” spoke about what happens when a student leaves 
in June and comes back in September.  

According to Dr. Allington, there is a huge gap in reading achievement between poor children, or 
what he called “free lunch” children, and middle-class children. 



“By 12th grade, there is a four year difference,” Dr. Allington said, meaning that poor children in 
12th grade read at the same level as eighth-grade middle class children.  

This stark gap is not due to incompetent or lazy teachers, Dr. Allington said. Instead, it has to do 
with the parents and community they live in, he continued. 

According to Dr. Allington, “for every one place you can find books in poor neighborhoods, you 
can find 10 in a rich neighborhood.”  

Each summer, Dr. Allington said, poor children lose three months of reading achievement during 
the summer, whereas their non-poor counterpart gains one month.  

In order to start bridging this gap, Dr. Allington suggests schools cut three “things” that schools 
continue to pay for, but do not benefit children. These three items are work books, which he says 
schools pay on an average about $250,000 each year on them, test preparation for New Jersey state 
exams, and paraprofessionals, or teacher aides. 

Instead of paying for these three things, Dr. Allington suggests schools cut back on them and buy 
more books for students that are accessible during the summer months. 

By giving poor students better access to books during the summer, the reading achievement gap 
could be bridged — without it the gap will remain, he believes. 

	  


