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GPA does not measure success 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR— A Belmar resident with children in the elementary school went before the board of 
education at its May 31 meeting, requesting that the student requirements for the eighth grade 
graduation speeches be changed. 

Theresa Pringle, mother of eighth-grader Hannah, 13, and sixth-grader Chloe, 12, said that not 
all students have the aptitude to achieve the grades required to give the graduation speeches, and 
that GPA [grade point average] should not be the sole criteria used to select the speakers. 

“But that doesn’t mean they haven’t learned a lot or been successful, both of which can be 
measured in many ways,” she continued, noting that students can find success in sports, arts, 
volunteering, dealing every day with a disability and overcoming language and cultural barriers. 

“Measuring success and learning by only one standard, and only allowing top academic students 
to make a speech seems to be saying that no matter how hard the other students have worked, 
how much they learned, and whatever they may excel at, just isn’t as important as having a high 
GPA,” Ms. Pringle said. 

During her speech to the board of education, Ms. Pringle gave an example of one Latino student 
who started at Belmar Elementary School only speaking Spanish. Now, that student is bilingual, 
she said. That student delivering a speech in both English and Spanish would be just as 
impressive as an A student giving a speech, she continued.  

For the past two or three years, the top two students, according to their GPA, of each homeroom 
gave the graduation speeches, said David Hallman, superintendent/principal of the school, noting 
that the three eighth-grade homerooms are heterogeneously grouped, meaning they have students 
of all different achievement levels.  

Mr. Hallman said he would like to see the changes — one student from each homeroom speaking 
based on grades and one student from each homeroom that relates to citizenship — for the 
graduation speeches.  

Mr. Hallman will meet with the teachers in the upcoming days to talk about the possibility of 
implementing the change, although he is not sure if the school will be able to m 

	  


