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Gretchen Schmidhausler files as Independent for November 
elections 
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Lake Como — The primaries are over, and the candidate who will have their party’s backing for 
the November election has been chosen.  

Lake Como residents voted on June 5 for Councilman Brian Wilton and 18th Avenue resident 
Virginia Kropac, who will both receive the Democratic Primary’s backing in the November 
elections to fill two open seats on the council. Councilman Wilton is seeking re-election. The 
other vacant seat comes as a result of Councilwoman Marni McFadden-Lee’s decision not to 
seek re-election. 

Resident Gretchen Schmidhausler filed to run as an Independent, and will be on the ballot in 
November.  

According to the Monmouth County Clerk’s Office’s unofficial election results, Councilman 
Wilton received 33 votes and Ms. Kropac received 32 votes. There were no write-ins.  

Councilman Wilton, 37, resides in Lake Como with his wife, Sarah, and two daughters, Hannah, 
7, and Hope, 4. 

Councilman Wilton is a graduate of St. Peter’s Prep School in Jersey City. He earned a bachelor 
of arts degree in history and a minor in political science from the University of Scranton, in 
Scranton, Pa. He also earned a Juris Doctor from Seton Hall Law School, in Newark.  

Currently, he is a partner at Wilton Law Firm, in Tinton Falls, where he has worked since 2002. 

Councilman Wilton has served on the council since 2005, and is currently the council president 
and council liaison for the tourism commission and Mayor’s Wellness Campaign.  

If elected, he “hopes to continue to make Lake Como a better place to live,” he said, noting he 
will continue to do the things he currently does on the council to help improve the borough.  

Ms. Schmidhausler, 52, is a lifelong resident of Lake Como. She resides in the borough with 
husband, Kevin McIver. She worked as a brewmaster at Basil T’s Brewery and Italian Grill in 



Red Bank for 12 year before she left her job. She is now self-employed as a consultant in the 
brewing industry and as a writer.  

She served on the South Belmar/Lake Como Planning Board for 10 years, serving as its 
chairwoman for the last year, and has also served on the Lake Como Environmental 
Commission. 

“I am very happy to be able to offer Lake Como voters another option for the upcoming election 
by running as an Independent,” she said, adding that she feels having an Independent and 
informed presence on the council is needed.  

Ms. Kropac could not be reached for comment. 

Elections will be held on Nov. 6. 

	  


