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Nicolay to face opposition for her seat in 

election 
Nicolay to run under Democratic banner, Burke under Republican 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — With primary polls closed, the Democratic and Republican parties have chosen who 
they will back. 

Originally, Democratic Councilwoman Nicolay was the only person who filed to run in either the 
Republican or Democratic primary in Belmar.  

Now, David Schneck has filed to run as an Independent in the November election. There were also 
two write-ins for the Republican primary on June 5: Thomas Burke and Frank Sementa, who 
received 30 votes and one vote, respectively, according to Bertha Sumick, special deputy clerk to 
the Monmouth County clerk’s office. Mr. Schneck, who filed as Independent, also received write-in 
votes for the Republican primary. He received 10 in total.  

As Mr. Burke exceeded the votes received by Mr. Sementa, he will appear under the Republican 
banner on November’s ballot if he accepts. Mr. Burke needs to accept within seven days, Ms. 
Sumick said. 

Councilwoman Nicolay received 125 votes, according to the unofficial election results of the 
Monmouth County Clerk’s Office.  

Councilwoman Nicolay began serving on the Belmar Council last year when she was appointed to 
fill the spot left open when then-councilman Matt Doherty was elected mayor. She will be running 
under the Democratic Party’s banner in the November election, where she is seeking a full, three-
year term on the council.  

Councilwoman Nicolay, 45, and her husband, Bart, have two children, Julia, 6, and Jack, 3. She 
works in sales and marketing and has been an employee at CA Technologies, a fortune 500 global 
information technology management software company. She has been with the company for the 
past 19 years. 

She is also a member of the American Marketing Association and the Mother’s Center of the Jersey 
Shore. 

Councilwoman Nicolay is also involved with doing charity work for organizations such as The 
FoodBank of Monmouth & Ocean Counties and Coastal Habitat for Humanity. 



“I am glad their are opponents … There is nothing more important than being aware of community 
and having a voice in the future,” she said. 

“I am confident that my past history and accomplishments while on the council will place me back 
in office in November,” she continued, noting that since she has been on council the Belmar Youth 
Club was reinstated and there has been no increase in property taxes.  

Belmar Republicans wrote-in Mr. Burke as their candidate, and he will receive their backing in the 
November elections.  

“I am extremely pleased and thankful for the support given to me by Belmar voters in the June 5 
primary election for a position on the Belmar Borough Council. I ask for that support again in the 
November general election,” Mr. Burke said. 

According to Richard Wright, Belmar Republican chairman, the reason why Mr. Burke did not file 
to run in the primary was because the party had not asked Mr. Burke to run by the filing deadline in 
April. 

If elected to council, Mr. Burke hopes to bring “inclusion” to the council, meaning he hopes that 
alternative ideas and open discussion of other points of view will begin to happen on the council.  

“While Belmar has developed a new face over the past decade, there remain areas where we need to 
have a better balance of discussion on issues affecting all areas of the community,” he said.  

Mr. Burke lives with his wife, Joyce Ciallella, on 10th Avenue, here, and they have resided here 
since marrying in 2005.  

Mr. Burke graduated from Simpson College in Iowa in 1966, where he received a bachelor of 
science degree in education. After graduating, Mr. Burke began a 20-year career with the State of 
New Jersey in the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, where he served as counselor, manager 
and supervising administrative analyst over that 20-year period.  

In 1984, Mr. Burke started Greywolf Antiques in Lambertville and Brielle, which he said became a 
well-known business in both areas for over 20 years.  

He retired in 2005.  

Mr. Schneck, 55, filed as an independent under the ballot heading “Protecting Belmar’s Taxpayers.” 

“I choose this phrase not only as an intention or promise, but as something that describes what I 
already have been doing for many years now to the extent possible as a private citizen,” he said.  

According to Mr. Schneck, he is running in order to promote one idea: “The individual owns his or 
her life, has a right to 100 percent of that life, and has the right to fully enjoy the fruits of his or her 
labor free from the threat of force,” Mr. Schneck said, adding that he “strongly” opposes the use of 
force against “peaceful, honest” citizens, even if those who use the force see a benefit in it. 



Mr. Schneck moved to Belmar in 1993 with his wife, Karen, and children, Jenna, 15, who is a 
freshman at Red Bank Regional High School, and sixth-grader Catina, 12, who attends St. Rose 
Grammar School. He has worked for Continental Auto Parts, LLC, since 1998 as a technical writer 
and product specialist, where he researches and writes the company’s catalogs and designs its 
wholesale sales program.  

He has been involved in politics in Belmar for about 10 years, he said, and has operated a blog, 
www.commonsenseforbelmar.com, since 2009.  

Mr. Schneck ran as an Independent candidate for the Belmar Council in 2010, but lost.  

Mr. Sementa could not be reached for comment. 

The elections will be held on Nov. 6.  

	  


