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shows few changes at BES 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The New Jersey Department of Education’s School Report Card for 2010-2011 
indicates that Belmar has essentially remained the same. 

There are two major differences between the 2009-2010 and 2010-2011 school report card.  

The first difference has to do with technology at Belmar Elementary School. 

In 2009-2010 there were a total of 77 computers with a manufacture date after July 1, 2006 
connected to the internet, with only one computer available for classroom/instructional use.  

That number has drastically increased. 

According to the 2010-2011 report card, 231 computers with a manufacture date after July 1, 2007 
with internet were available for the students at the school, with 119 computers available for 
classroom/instructional use.  

Loretta Hill, board secretary and school business administrator, said that there are two reasons for 
the increase in computers.  

For one, the Social Security Administration and Stockton State College donated their old computers 
to the school, she said. Also, the school budgeted for 50 new computers in the computer lab. Those 
computers not used in the computer lab anymore were moved to classrooms, she said.  

The other major difference has to do with language diversity. 

According to the 2009-2010 school report card, 7.5 percent of students spoke another language, 
other than English, at home.  

That number increased by over 20 percent, according to the 2010-2011 school report card, with 
Spanish being the first language at home in 28.8 percent of homes and another 3.96 percent of 
homes speaking another language other than English or Spanish.  

These numbers correlate with the increased percent of limited English proficient students. The 
2010-2011 school report indicates that 18.9 percent of students are limited English proficient, 
whereas the 2009-2010 school report indicates that 6.8 percent spoke English with limited 
proficiency.  

According to Superintendent/principal David Hallman, the percent of the Latino population has 
increased over the last five years. 



In order to accommodate these changes, the school has added more English as a Second Language 
teachers and, for students who have challenges with English, additional basic skills teachers, he 
said.  

The rest of the school report card saw minimal change from last year.  

Five-hundred-fifty-one students enrolled in Belmar Elementary by October 2010, which is seven 
students down from 2009.  

NJ Assessment of Skills and Knowledge [NJASK] test scores were generally the same with slight 
variations. However, there was one notable change in grade eight.  

Within the mathematics section of NJASK, the number of students who tested in advanced 
proficiency during the 2010-2011 doubled from the previous year’s eighth grade class. The previous 
year’s eighth grade class was 17.9 percent advanced proficient, whereas the 2010-2011 class was 
34.9 percent advanced proficient.  

The eighth graders also saw a slight increase in the language arts literacy portion of NJASK. The 
2009-2010 percent for advanced proficiency was 7.1 percent, whereas it was 11.1 percent in 2010-
2011.  

There was a slight decrease in the percent of eighth graders who tested advanced proficient in 
science, however. The previous eighth grade class was 23.2 percent advanced proficiency, whereas 
the 2010-2011 class was 19 percent advanced proficient.  

For the complete school report card, visit http://education.state.nj.us and click on NJ School Report 
Card.  

	  


