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Lake Como — The mayor and council will be walking the streets of Lake Como on summer 
weekends to monitor what is going on in the borough.  

Mayor Michael Ryan said the Mayor and Council Neighborhood Watch Program’s goal is to let 
businesses and residents tell the governing body what is needed in town, such as bike racks or 
street lighting, or what should be monitored, such as parties or parking. 

Walking the streets at night “gives us a better pulse of what is happening out there,” Mayor Ryan 
said.  

The program, which the mayor said he has been a part of for 18 years or so, consists of council 
members volunteering their time and walking the streets from about 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. Friday and 
Saturday nights. The council also walks the streets on holidays. For instance, council members 
will be walking Lake Como in the evening on Tuesday, July 3, the mayor said. 

By walking Lake Como at night, the council members are able to get a good sense of what is 
going on in the borough, Mayor Ryan said. They are also able to prevent people from getting in 
trouble, which can be costly, he added. For instance, if, the council members see a loud house 
party, they will tell the residents to turn down the music. Or if they see a car blocking the 
sidewalk, they will knock on the door of the house to let them know it is a safety hazard and will 
ask the resident to move the car, he said.  

 “People listen because you let them know you are being helpful and preventing them from 
getting a ticket,” he added.  

By participating in the program for the last 18 years or so, the mayor said he has learned that, 
“every year you have a new group of peopåle — like a freshman class — and they need to 
understand it is easier to behave than get in trouble.” 

Former councilman Kevin Lynch said the program is good because it gives the borough an 
opportunity to see what is going on at night during the busy season. 

“It is easy to go to bed and wake up and pretend like nothing happened,” he said, but the mayor 
and council should know what is going on.  

The mayor and council will be walking the streets every weekend from now until after Labor 
Day weekend.  

	  


