
The Ocean Star (06/08/2012): Students, 
parents agree: Davy Jones Day, ‘rocks’ 
Annual event has been going strong for at least 30 years 

 

Point Pleasant Beach resident Noah Woods, 9, enjoyed the water slide. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS 
GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BAY HEAD — The long-standing tradition of Davy Jones Day at Bay Head School was back this 
year, celebrating the end of another school year. 

Davy Jones Day has been a school and town tradition at the elementary school for at least 30 years, 
said Bob Becker, of Brick, who has children at the school and coordinated the event for the first 
time. The event took place on Saturday, June 2, this year. 

“People ask for it every year. It is not as much of a moneymaker as much as it is about giving back 
to the community,” he said. 

The day is a multi-generational event, Mr. Becker said, because grandparents bring their 
grandchildren and adults who once attended the elementary school, located at 145 Grove St., now 
bring their children. 

“The entire school comes together for this,” he continued, noting that about 100 parents and 
teachers volunteered for the event. 



According to Mr. Becker, the event is practically the same as last year, which people like and 
expect — however, there was a new tire swing game added this year. In the new game, students had 
to toss a football through the tire swing. 

There were 16 games of chance in total. 

Some of the games have been used for at least 15 to 20 years because they are popular each year, 
Mr. Becker said. 

A water slide, barbecue, face painting and fire truck rides provided by the Bay Head Fire 
Department were also available. Local DJ Trish provided music and “LoonE” the clown created 
animal balloons for the children. An ice cream truck was also present. 

In order to participate in the games, students purchased tickets, at 25 cents each, and each game cost 
one or two tickets. As the students participated in a variety of games, they collect different types of 
tickets, which they redeemed for prizes. 

Fourth-grader Nicole Kelly, 9, of Brick, said everyone is a winner at Davy Jones Day because 
students still receive tickets even when they lose a game. 

“I love everything about Davy Jones Day,” she said. 

Second-grader Radek Kacanarsky, 7, of Point Pleasant, agreed. 

He said his favorite part of the day is the fact that “everyone is counted as a winner.” 

Fourth-grader Kerry Boyle, 10, of Bay Head, said Davy Jones Day is like a party because it is the 
end of the school year and students get to see their friends. 

“[Davy Jones Day] rocks,” she added. 

Laura Wolpert, of Brick, said this year was her first year attending Davy Jones Day. Ms. Wolpert 
has two children in the elementary school: fourth-grader Lily, 10, and seventh-grader Isabelle, 13. 

“Everyone has their heart in everything they do here,” she said, noting this event, in particular, was 
important because children anticipate it each year. 

“The tradition is nice,” she said. “It makes them feel like a family, which is the feeling here.” 

All profits generated from the event will go to the Bay Head Home & School Association, which 
uses funding for various events, such as field trips, assemblies and food for a field day.  

	  


