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POINT PELASANT — The forecasted rain gave way to a beautiful, sunny day for the 22nd annual 
Summerfest in Point Pleasant Borough on Saturday, June 2. 

Summerfest, a kickoff to summer event sponsored by the Point Pleasant Chamber of Commerce in 
conjunction with The Passion Group, was held at Community Park, Bridge Avenue, for the second 
year. 

“[Summerfest] is a long-standing Point Pleasant tradition that Point is very proud of,” said Eileen 
McCabe, administrator for the chamber. 



The event is “like a homecoming” as family generations come to the festival together and college 
friends see each other, perhaps for the first time since returning, Ms. McCabe said. 

This year’s event brought in an estimated 25,000 people, exceeding last year’s amount of about 
20,000.  

At the festival, there are many businesses, food vendors and products for sale, all of which allows 
the Jersey Shore to see what the borough has to offer, she added. 

Prior to being held in the park, Summerfest was held on the sidewalk along Bridge Avenue, which it 
outgrew, Ms. McCabe said. Now it is held in the park, it is able to be a “festival-style” event, she 
added. 

While the street was limiting, the park allows the festival to be a true representation of the 
community as a whole, offering activities for all age groups, Ms. McCabe said. 

The chamber of commerce has partnered with The Passion Group, an event marketing and 
management company located in Asbury Park, for two years now because the event outgrew the 
chamber, Ms. McCabe said. By partnering with The Passion Group, the chamber is able to extend 
its reach outside just the community to the entire Jersey Shore, she said, noting that businesses and 
the food selections represent not only Point Pleasant but other local communities in the area. 

VENDORS 

There were 180 booths at Summerfest, 21 of which were for food. Food options included lobster 
rolls, shrimp, barbecue, pizza, piña coladas, funnel cake and cinnamon glazed almonds. Beer and 
wine was also offered in the beer and wine garden, located near the stage where live entertainment 
was provided. 

At the event, vendors sold everything from jewelry to candles to fudge to sports figures, and 
businesses, such as ING, Design Line Kitchens and Lombardo Construction, advertised their 
services. The Point Pleasant Education Association was also present. 

Point Pleasant supported nonprofit and civic organizations are given free tables, Ms. McCabe said. 
A portion of the proceeds from businesses’ and food vendors’ spots goes to the chamber of 
commerce. 

Ms. McCabe said the funds the chamber raises each year vary, but the chamber raises enough 
money to give out scholarships to graduating seniors, maintain its office at 2810 Bridge Ave., 
donate trees for Community Park and fund community events. 

Karlyn Acciavatti, an employee of Wickit Good Candles, located at 608 Route 88, said “you can’t 
go wrong” with setting up a table at Summerfest because businesses can showcase their work, there 
is nice weather and tons of people. It is also great for the economy, she added. 

Stormi Hoffman, co-owner of Ikes Famous Crabcakes 2, located in Ocean City, said Summerfest is 
a nice festival because it is “all about family.” 



As for the business, Ms. Hoffman said sales went well, with the most popular items being the crab 
cake sandwich and softshell sandwich. It was Ikes Famous Crabcakes 2’s first time at the festival. 

In addition to the 180 booths, live entertainment was provided. The live entertainment was 
coordinated by borough resident Matt Wade, who also performed at the festival. 

To kick off the festival, local singer Sharon Malone sang the national anthem. Rock-N-Roll Chorus, 
which consists of local high school-aged singers, was supposed to play next, however, they were 
unable to attend. 

Happy Hour, a band comprised of former members of the internationally known band, Irie Sound, 
performed next, followed by Underwater Country Club [UWCC]. UWCC is a band established by 
singer-songwriting brothers Andrew and Skip Robinson. They are from Philadelphia, but can often 
by heard in Asbury Park. 

Mr. Wade took the stage next, performing a mix of piano, pop and rock. 

The final band of the day was Random Test, whose music is coated with Caribbean traditions. 
Random Test has been performing at the Jersey Shore for almost one decade. 

FUN FOR CHILDREN 

This year, the children’s area was expanded to meet the level of popularity it has won in previous 
years. 

According to Mike Hollemans, director of logistics for The Passion Group, the waterslide, climbing 
wall and inflatable waterslide were new.  

In addition to the new rides, old favorites came back, such as spinning teacups, an inflatable slide 
and firetrucks and a bouncy castle. Sand art, games, henna tattoos and hair wraps were among the 
other activities at the festival for the children. 

Many local groups performed on the baseball field, located near the children’s area. 

Kelly Golda, of Brick, said her children loved the rides, especially the water rides. 

“[Summerfest] is a family oriented event, which is good because in summer around here a lot of 
things aren’t,” she said. 

Jonathan Alfonso, 11, of Point Pleasant, said Summerfest is a good way to kick off summer because 
it has many foods associated with summer, such as funnel cake, barbecued items and lemonade. 

GIVING BACK 

Summerfest was not just about people spending money and having a great time — it also provided a 
chance for those in attendance to give back to a cause. Move for Hunger, which started in Neptune 



in 2009 and now serves 42 states, is a nonprofit dedicated to eradicating hunger, said Gavin 
Christiansen, director of operations for Move for Hunger. 

“The problem with hunger in the country is that people do not know it is a problem,” Mr. 
Christiansen said, noting more than 120,000 people in Monmouth and Ocean counties struggle to 
find their next meal. 

Move for Hunger is a “simple, easy way to give back to your community,” he said.  

The nonprofit provides food to local food banks by asking people who are moving houses to donate 
their unwanted non-perishable products instead of throwing them away.  

To date, Move for Hunger has donated 680,000 pounds of food, Mr. Christiansen said. 

At the event, Move for Hunger provided visitors with information regarding hunger in order to raise 
awareness and asked visitors for a donation or to donate a non-perishable good for the cause. This 
was Move for Hunger’s first year at Summerfest. 

According to Mr. Christiansen, Move for Hunger was able to raise just under $200 for its hunger 
relief efforts, as well as about 100 pounds of food. The food acquired will provide more than 76 
people with “life saving meals,” he added. 

“This was an amazing event for Move for Hunger … It was a great kickoff for our summer food 
drive series,” Mr. Christiansen said, noting he is looking forward to collecting food for those in 
need on the Jersey Shore throughout the summer.  

Move for Hunger will be at Asbury Park’s Jazzfest on July 1, Bradley Beach’s Lobster Fest on July 
14 and 15, Asbury Park’s Labor Day BBQ and boardwalk Surfside Food Drive on Sept. 1, 2 and 3, 
Asbury Park’s Oysterfest on Sept. 7, 8 and 9 and Neptune’s Riverfest on Sept. 29. 

THE FUTURE 

“We felt that everyone from Point Pleasant was at the festival,” Ms. McCabe said, noting residents 
of Toms River and Brick were also in attendance in full force.  

“It is a great way to put Point Pleasant on the map,” she said. 

Looking to the future, “we would love to incorporate more local businesses and organizations 
participating in the event so we can continue to highlight the great Point Pleasant community,” Ms. 
McCabe added.  

For more information about the chamber’s events, visit pointpleasantchamber.com 

	  


