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Councilman presents book on Belmar to
historical society
Book written by former mayor tells history of town from late 1800s to
early 1900s
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Belmar Historical Society [BHS] will now be able to fill in some gaps from the town’s history
thanks to Councilman Brian Magovern, who presented a historical book to the organization at the July 1 council
meeting.

“This book right here is the Holy Grail for Belmar, Belmar history,” the councilman said.

The book was presented to BHS president Naomi Reissner. The book was written by the public records
committee, which was formed around 1917, Ms. Reissner said. Former mayor William Bamford was a member of
the committee.

Mr. Bamford was the mayor in Belmar from 1920 to 1922, Ms. Reissner said.

“This is a treasure of information of Belmar from 1872 into the 1920s,” Councilman Magovern said of the book.

Councilman Magovern is a lifelong resident of town and is the former recreation
director.

The book had been stored upstairs in borough hall, but Councilman Magovern said he
did not want to leave it there.

“I want to present it to the Belmar Historical Society, who’s worked so hard in the
preservation of Belmar’s history and now you have documentation of just about
everything,” the councilman said.

Ms. Reissner said many of the people who work at the archives in the museum know
who Mr. Bamford is because the historical society has the former mayor to thank for a lot of their collection.

The Belmar Historical Museum and History Room, located at 900 E St., was about to open when Hurricane Sandy
hit in 2012. Since then, the BHS has been in the process of putting the museum back together.

“[Mr. Bamford] was a passionate saver, a meticulous record keeper and he will be able to fill in the blanks as to
the keys to Belmar’s history,” Ms. Reissner said.

© 2014 Star News Group. All rights reserved. Any copying, redistribution or retransmission of any of the
contents of this service without the express written consent of Star News Group is prohibited.

Privacy Policy | Visitor Agreement

Reader Comments
Leave a comment on “Councilman presents book on Belmar to historical society”

Star News Group (07.10.14): Councilman presents book on Bel... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2014/07.10.14/councilman_p...

1 of 1 7/17/14 7:20 PM


