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Man issued summons for disregarding
lifeguards
By Haley Behre

SEA GIRT — The rough surf from Hurricane Arthur this past holiday weekend brought dangerous swimming
conditions for beachgoers.

According to Tim Harmon, chief lifeguard, though Friday afternoon was a wash at the beach due to the
inclement weather, the big waves from the hurricane attracted surfers.

“It went from one- to two-foot waves to eight- to 12-foot waves in a matter of 20 minutes,” Mr. Harmon said.
Then the lifeguards “watched the surf increase incredibly for the next couple of hours.”

Surfers were allowed in the water, which was rough, but an after-hours lifeguard crew was kept on duty until
8:45 p.m. on Friday to keep swimmers out of the water, he said.

One man, though, did not heed the lifeguards’ advise and went in the water, getting in “trouble immediately,”
Mr. Harmon said.

According to Police Chief Kevin Davenport, that man was Austin Turban, 28, of
Chicago.

Mr. Turban, who entered the water between Beacon and Chicago boulevards, had to
be rescued by several lifeguards.

“It was a very large sweep” that took four or five lifeguards three blocks — until North
Beach — to get the swimmer to land because of the rough water conditions, he said,
noting they were out past the jetty because it was low tide.

Chief Davenport said it had been reported that Mr. Turban had been consuming
alcoholic beverages.

According to Chief Davenport, Mr. Turban was issued a summons for disregarding lifeguards, which is a violation
of borough ordinance.

For violating the ordinance, the chief said Mr. Turban will need to pay a fine between $100 and $500, which will
be at the discretion of the judge.

“[The lifeguards] did an excellent job, they really did,” the chief of police said.

“They took a lot of extra effort to make sure everyone was safe down there,” he said.

Mr. Turban is expected to appear in municipal court for Sea Girt on Aug. 13 at 1:30 p.m. The municipal court is
located at the Wall Township Municipal Complex.

Mr. Harmon said Mr. Turban was not the only person the lifeguards had to rescue on Friday, as several surfers
had to be pulled from the water because they lost their leashes and fell off their boards.

In addition, there were several rescues on Saturday and Sunday, which were busy beach days.
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