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Belmar Chase to come to the shore once
again
New additions to be featured, such as the
High School Chase, Running Club Chase
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — In about one month, the Belmar Chase will be
coming into town once again, bigger and better than last year.

In 2012, the Belmar Chase held its inception race to kick off
the 2012 Olympics, which were held in London.

This year, the race is back and will feature new events for
people of all ages.

The Belmar Chase consists of two races — one for adults and
one for children — and is directed by 2000 U.S. Olympian Rich
Kenah, who works for Global Athletics and Marketing as the
vice president of events and marketing. Global Athletics and
Marketing, an athletic management and events firm in the
running world, hosts the event.

Mr. Kenah is a two-time International Association of Athletics
Federation World Champion bronze medalist for the 800
meters in 1997. He then competed in the 800-meter
competition during the 2000 Olympics.

BELMAR CHASE

The 5K — or 3.1-mile race — will begin at 8:30 a.m. on Aug.
10, with prizes being awarded to
overall and age-group winners.

A few minutes before the race begins the Barnabas Health Celebrity Chase will start,
with local celebrities, such as mayors, running to compete for a portion of the $7,500
prize money for their borough’s recreation department. Barnabas Health is a sponsor
of the race.

Mr. Kenah said he anticipates about 15 local celebrities to participate in this year’s
Celebrity Chase. Last year, 10 local celebrities competed.

Already committed to participating, once again, are Long Branch Mayor Adam Schneider, who will be returning
to defend his title as he won last year, Belmar Mayor Matt Doherty and Lake Como Councilman Brian Wilton, he
said.

Two new additions will be added into this year’s race, both of which will be integrated into the Belmar Chase
itself. These two new additions are the High School Chase and the Running Club Chase.

The High School Chase will encourage high school cross country teams that are preparing for the upcoming
season to participate. These teams will be encouraged to bring as many members of the cross country team to
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Last year, children up to 14 years old
participated in the Kids Chase, which is a
separate race for children in the Belmar Chase.
The Kids Chase was held the day before the
Belmar Chase. This year will be no different.
On July 9, the night before the Belmar Chase,
the Kids Chase will take place on the Fifth
Avenue beach. The next day, on July 10, the
Belmar Chase will take place, with prizes being
awarded to overall and age-group winners.
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participate as possible, with first-, second- and third-place prizes available.

First, second and third place will be determined by combining the first three running times from each of the
teams, with the lowest combined time winning, Mr. Kenah said.

The catch, Mr. Kenah said, is in order for a cross country team to be eligible for a prize, their coach must also
participate.

“The goal of the High School Chase is to help get high schoolers excited about their upcoming season with a
team building race followed by a day at the Belmar beach,” Mr. Kenah said.

The Running Club Chase will not be looking for the fastest running club, but will be looking for the running club
with the most participants, Mr. Kenah said, noting the club that is the most heavily represented will receive an
award.

Adidas, which is a sponsor of the race, hosts the Adidas Grand Prix every year, which is one of the top
professional track and field events in the world and features Olympians from around the world.

The club with the heaviest representation will receive a VIP Party at the Adidas Grand Prix in 2014, and will be
able to interact with Olympic stars from around the world, Mr. Kenah said. All expenses will be paid.

“The hook for all we do is to walk the walk,” Mr. Kenah said, meaning it is easy for a former Olympian, mayor
or coach to tell others to be active, but it is another for them to do it themselves.

So, the “mindset of everything we do around the race” is to encourage those community leaders and coaches
to participate and become active themselves, he said.

In addition, Circle BMW, which is another sponsor of the race, will be offering VIP treatment to one lucky race
participant.

One week prior to the race, one participant will be selected at random, and that participant will receive VIP
treatment from Circle BMW. The VIP treatment will consist of the participant being picked up and taken home
in a Circle BMW vehicle, given breakfast and having a race packet ready for them, allowing them to circumvent
the line at the race to receive such documentation, Mr. Kenah said.

According to Mr. Kenah, Olympian Steve Hollman, who competed in the 1992 Olympics in the 1,500-meter track
and field event, as well as Olympians from the 2012 Olympics, are expected to be in attendance.

KIDS CHASE

The day before the Belmar Chase, on Friday, Aug. 9, a Kids Chase will be held on the Fifth Avenue beach for
children from 2 to 14 years old. The Kids Chase begins at 6 p.m.

Barnabas Health is bringing a children’s zumba program as a warm up before their race, Mr. Kenah said.

In addition, there will be children’s activities and food, such as pizza and Ralph’s Italian Ice.

It will be a family-friendly event for the evening, Mr. Kenah said.

REGISTRATION

Those interested in participating can pre-register for the race at www.active.com through Aug. 9. If the race
has not reached capacity, people can register on-site on Aug. 8 and 9 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Sixth and Ocean
avenues, as well as the morning of the race from 6:30 to 8:15 a.m.

The cost to register from now until July 17 is $25, $28 until on or before Aug. 9 and $30 the day of the race for
the Belmar Chase.
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Pre-registration for the Kids Chase is $15. Children under 4 years old are free.

For the High School Chase, teams are encouraged to contact jorge@globalathletics.com or call 877-849-8722 for
the high school team discount rate. The deadline to enter the High School Chase is Aug 7.
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