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NJ Sandcastle Contest to return to Belmar
next week
Has been a staple summer event in the
community for 27 years
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — A staple summer event in the community is getting
ready to return for its 27th year next week.

For more than two decades, the NJ Sandcastle Contest has
attracted spectators and participants from all over looking to
see what new sandcastle creations have been designed.

From the traditional sandcastles to the more unique designs,
such as sea lions, octopuses, golf courses, Yankee Stadium and
a replica of D’Jais Bar & Grill, a local establishment on Ocean
Avenue in town, all have been created, said Frank Sementa,
co-owner of D’Jais Bar & Grill and a tourism commission
member.

D’Jais Bar & Grill in conjunction with the borough’s tourism
commission hosts the Sandcastle Contest.

Mr. Sementa said his favorite sandcastle created was done
about five years ago and was that of a woman snorkeling.

It was “just so artfully done,” he said.

His other favorite, for “sentimental
reasons,” was the replica of his business, D’Jais Bar & Grill, he said.

This year, participants will once again flock to the 18th Avenue beach next Wednesday
to see what new creations participants have come up with.

According to Mr. Sementa, about 5,000 people or so are on the beach participating in
the contest “in one way or another.” Last year, he said, the contest saw about 400
entries.

“It’s a great day,” Mr. Sementa said, noting it is a focal point for many people. “It’s a
true family event.”

It is an event that brings friends, beach houses, recreation groups and multi-generational families together for
a day of fun at the beach, he said.

Prizes are awarded for the first, second and third place in six categories. Those categories are: age 7 and
under; ages 8-11; ages 12-15; ages 16 and over; day camp and a family category. There is also the “Best on the
Beach” award.

The day will also feature giveaways, a DJ and activities such as dance contests and a hula-hoop contest.
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Belmar resident Kris Van Schoick and his son,
Gregory, then 14, built a NASCAR race track at
the New Jersey Sandcastle Contest last year.
This year, the NJ Sandcastle Contest is back,
and is slated for July 17 at the 18th Avenue
beach. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS
GROUP
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Registration for the event begins at 8 a.m. on July 17, the day of the event, at the 18th Avenue beach. It is
free to participate.

Those interested can also pre-register at the Belmar Tourism Commission’s website, located at
www.visitbelmarnj.com.

Judging will begin at 12 p.m.

The rain date is slated for July 31.
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