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Youth group helps Lake Como in
post-Sandy restoration effort
Borough thanks the group with a
barbeque around the lake
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — A youth group from Haworth recently traveled
to the borough for four days to help in the restoration effort
post-Hurricane Sandy.

Each year, the Veritas Integritas Tolerantia Amicitia [VITA]
Youth Group, of the Sacred Heart Parish in Haworth, raises
funds for a mission trip. These mission trips have included
going to Louisiana post-Hurricane Katrina several times and
going to Loretto, Pa., to help those in need.

This year’s mission trip was much closer to home, as the trip
was to a place in their home state: Lake Como.

The purpose of the mission trips is to get teenagers to show
compassion and help those in need, said Susan Jansson, youth
minister for the parish. Ms. Jansson runs the youth group with
the Rev. Stephen Fichter.

When Hurricane Sandy hit, Haworth lost power, but did not
sustain damage from the storm, Ms. Jansson said.

Other areas in the state, like along the Jersey Shore, did,
though.

“We want to help those in need right here in our own state,” Ms. Jansson said.

Thirty-three youth group members, Ms. Jansson, the Rev. Fichter and seven adult
chaperones traveled to Lake Como on June 25 to help various families still recovering
from the hurricane.

The group stayed at St. Rose High School, in Belmar, for the four days it was in town.

According to Ms. Jansson, the group members worked on six homes in Lake Como,
where they did work such as cleanup, landscaping, panting and power washing.

To help fund the trip, the youth group held several fundraisers prior to arriving in Lake Como. In total, the
group raised about $8,000, Ms. Jansson said, noting the money was used for all aspects of the trip, including
purchasing needed equipment.

“I think the experience was fabulous,” Ms. Jansson said.

Family members of the people whose homes the group was working on brought items, such as ice pops and
water, as they worked, Ms. Jansson said.
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Thirty-three teenagers from the of the Veritas
Integritas Tolerantia Amicitia [VITA] Youth
Group, of the Sacred Heart Parish in Haworth,
and Councilwoman Patricia Tzibrouk [center,
blue hat], gathered around Lake Como on June
27 during a barbeque the borough held for the
youth group. The group traveled to Lake Como
recently to help in the town’s recovery effort
post-Sandy, and the barbeque was a way for the
borough to thank the youth group for all they
did for the town. Photo courtesy SUE JANSSON
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“It was just so rewarding,” she said.

She continued, “You definitely get more than you give in these situations.”

By helping others after a disaster, the youths would learn that “no matter how big or small your effort is,” it
matters, she said.

To thank the youth group, the Borough of Lake Como held a barbeque for the students on Thursday, June 27,
around the lake. Music and food was provided.

According to Councilwoman Patricia Tzibrouk, who coordinated the event, all borough employees helped with
the barbeque in one way or another. Police Chief Fred Hope and Brendan Maas, superintendent of public works,
cooked the food.

“It was a really, really beautiful night,” Councilwoman Tzibrouk said.

© 2013 Star News Group. All rights reserved. Any copying, redistribution or retransmission of any of the
contents of this service without the express written consent of Star News Group is prohibited.

Privacy Policy | Visitor Agreement

Reader Comments
Leave a comment on “Youth group helps Lake Como in post-Sandy restoration effort”

Star News Group (07.11.13): Youth group helps Lake Como in ... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2013/07.11.13/youth_group_...

2 of 2 7/16/13 7:44 AM


