
The Coast Star (07/12/2012): St. Rose 
students win essay contest 

Annual competition conducted by Assemblyman David Rible 

 

St. Rose Grammar School fifth-grader Joey Urspruch was one of eight winners of Assemblyman David Rible’s [R-
30] essay contest. Joey met with Assemblyman Rible and Lt. Gov. Kim Guadagno at the State House, in Trenton, on 

July 6. Photo courtesy ASSEMBLYMAN RIBLE'S OFFICE 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Two students of St. Rose Grammar School recently won Assemblyman David 
Rible’s essay contest. 



Fourth-grader Danny Tencza, of Wall Township, and fifth-grader Joey Urspruch, of Bradley 
Beach, were two of the eight winners selected from a pool of over 300 entries. 

Assemblyman Rible [R-30] has been conducting the contest for four years, each year asking 
fourth and fifth graders in his district to write an essay about New Jersey.  

According to Chris Lee, Assemblyman Rible’s legislative aid, each student had to write a 300 
word or less essay answering one of two questions: If you were governor, how would you 
improve New Jersey? And, why is New Jersey the greatest state in the United States? 

The contestants were evaluated for their content, style and creativity, Mr. Lee said. 

Assemblyman Rible said he holds the contest each year so he can get the children’s perspective 
on what is going on in New Jersey and to see what is talked about during dinner and in the 
classroom.  

The assemblyman said he chooses fourth— and fifthgraders for the essay contest because it is 
when they learn about state government, so it is “fresh in their mind.” 

“It is always interesting,” he said, noting that the essays talked about the current economy, job 
market and property tax. “These children are very well versed about the state.” 

Winners were invited to join Assemblyman Rible on July 6 for a private tour of the State House, 
located in Trenton, where they also received a catered lunch. The guest speaker was Lt. Gov. 
Kim Guadagno. 

	  


